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CHARLES ROBERTS

2"° REGT. MASSACHUSETTS CAVALRY

COMPANY F

harles Roberts was a man
Cunafraid to take risks. He
was born in St. John, New
Brunswick in a time when many
men never saw land beyond the
horizon of their birthplace. Yet
Charles, when only 20 years old,
had already traveled through the
Midwest and on to California and
Nevada. His varied
skills and work
ethic provided for
his support but alsg
won the continued
respect of friends
and employers |
the West.
Charles’s
daily entries in his) g%
diary offer insight to E2xN
his personal
feelings. But they
provide a detailed
chronicle of the
storied military
regiment he was
about to join, the
Cal Battalion of the
2" Mass Cavalry.
While working in Virginia
City, Charles received news of a
battalion of Californians
volunteering for service in the
Civil War. Whether motivated by

1863 — 1865

patriotic fervor or a fancy for the
thrill of combat, Charles wrestled
with the decision of enlisting. He
pens his thoughts on April 8, 1863,
“have a great notion of going East
with the Cavalry that goes from
San Francisco...am studying verry
deep on the question. | will be
leaving a situation here to go, but

Above: Light Cavalry Saber dated 1865 and bearing the
inscription: Chas Roberts, Cal Cav Bat 1862 — 1865.

that's nothing to what is at stake.
On the following day, he
states emphatically, “have
concluded to go.” To do so was no
small endeavor for Charles. He
immediately made his way on foot
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Above: Document authorizing Charles Roberts’s promotionrank of Sergeant,
bearing signatures of Adjutant C. Mason Kinne ahddol. Caspar Crowninshield.

to Carson City, then by stage over
the snow clad Sierra Nevada to
San Francisco. Possibly fearing
the Cavalry Battalion would fill its
ranks before he could arrive,
Charles left the following morning,
not taking time to stop and see his
family. On his arrival, Charles
met Captain DeMerritt and passed
his physical examination. He was
57" in height (a bit taller than
average for his day) with dark hair
and hazel eyes. He stated his
occupation on his enlistment
document as “carpenter.”

Charles describes his first
days of military life frankly;
“Monday the 1% April 1863 —
after breakfast walked up to

headquarters Sit around there and
see them drill, finly went with the
Capt. with four other men to be
Examined, four of passed and were
sworn in to the Service of the
United States for three years unless
sooner discharged done my first
drilling afternoon it comes verry
awkerd at first, fine day”.

Careful reading of Charles’s
journal belies the close
relationship he held with his
father. A few days prior to the
company’s departure for the war,
Charles’'s father made the trip
down from Sacramento to bid his
son farewell, maybe for the last
time. On sailing day, the two of
them leisurely strolled about the



town, seemingly lingering on their
remaining hours together. On
embarkation day, April 2% amid
the bustle of loading gear on the
steamship the two went onboard
ship and remained together until
moments before sailing.

Charles’ comments: “Father
come to se me off for the wars, he
seemed to think | am doing right
but hates to see me go.Father
was on the boat until she was
nearly ready to go, when | bid him
a kind farewell.” Then, without
the marvelous fanfare that
accompanied the Cal 100 and Cal
Battalion’s departures, the steamer
pushed away and glided through
the bay into the open ocean,
leaving the Golden State behind.

After sailing down the coast
of Mexico on the steamship
Sonora, and crossing the Isthmus
of Panama, the Company boarded
the Steamer Ocean Queen and
sailed through hostile seas toward
Massachusetts, accompanied by
the gunboat Connecticut for
protection.

After a brief training in
Massachusetts, Charles joined the
rest of his company and arrived in
Washington D.C. where they were
assigned to duties along the
Potomac. Pvt. Roberts’s service
seems to have drawn the attention
of his superiors as he was soon
promoted to Corporal and then
again, to the rank of Sergeant of
Co. F on March 1st. The regimen
of picket duty, punctuated by

skirmishes with Colonel Moseby
and his rangers in Virginia became
their routine.  Although these
skirmishes were not on a scale as
grand as the battles making the
newspapers, they were no less
deadly to the troopers of both
sides.

During one such clash,
Charles and his company were
ordered to charge a Confederate
line of skirmishers. The forty man
line of Cavalry dwindled to twenty
as the no man’s land between the
contenders was crossed. Another
Sergeant, John Passage of Co. F
who rode beside Sgt. Roberts
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Above: GAR reunion silk for the Cal
Battalion, 28" National Encampment
held in San Francisco in 1886.



described the scene in a letter to
home; “when the bullets
commenced whistling around our
heads pretty freely [some were]
suddenly taken with the slow horse
fever. At the time of our
charge....Sgt. Roberts & myself
had fast horses & succeeded in
getting some ways ahead of the
rest of our boys. We help capture
the 13 & then started after
more....Roberts & myself were
within  twenty rods of their
Reserve....they gave us a few
shots. Neither of us were touched
but my horse was hit twice.”

In the Autumn of 1864, hit-
and-miss skirmishing gave way to
large scale maneuvers as th¥ 2
Mass Cavalry joined the command
of General Phillip Sheridan in the
Shenandoah Valley. Here, during
their first pitched battle on October
19" at Cedar Creek, the men
accounted well for themselves but
Sgt. Roberts was wounded, shot in
the right thigh. He convalesced
during the ensuing months and
rejoined the regiment in February
of 1865. It was likely at this time
that Charles received the Cavalry
Saber inscribed that accompanies

Sources:

his promotion documents.

From this point in time, Sgt.
Roberts participated in the closing
drama of the Civil War as General
Sheridan’s cavalry and the Union
Army grappled with the Army of
Northern Virginia, finally bringing

the Confederates to bay at
Appomattox Court House. Sqt.
Roberts then witnessed the

surrender of the butternut forces
there and a few months later, on
July 20, 1865 mustered out of the
service with the rest of the
Regiment at Fairfax Court House,
Virginia.

Charles returned to
California and lived in Oakland.
He married Catherine Degau in
San Francisco on 14 July 1866,
almost a year after his discharge.
During the remaining years of his
life, his kinship with the men of
the storied Cal 100 and Cal
Battalion was kept alive as he
participated in the reunions and
encampments of the Grand Army
of the Republic.

Charles died on March 2,
1896 at the age if 55 and was
buried in  Mountain  View
Cemetery, Oakland.

Massachusetts Soldiers, Sailors and Marines iCihiéWar

Reaqister of California Men in the War of the Reln#l|1861 to 1865

Their Horses Climbed Treesby Larry & Keith Rogers
Bear Flag & Bay State in the Civil Way Tom Parson

California Saberfy James McLean
Historical Data Systems, Inc.,




DIARY OF

CHARLES ROBERTS
Co. F, 2"° REGT. MASSACHUSETTS CAVALRY
Beginning January 1, 1863 & Ending January 2, 1864

Thursday Jan 1, 1863 — verry windy and disagreeafbleork for dutch Nick at $40.00
per month commenced Dec thé"1862 Empire City Ormsby Co Nevada Territory.

Friday the 2% — at work windy

Saturday the'3— at work windy and disagreeable

Sunday the % at work fine day

Monday the B at work wind blows hard again

(Here he repeats the first page again)

Thursday Jan the®11863 — at work for Dutch Nick at Empire City OrngsBo Nevada
Territory. comenced Dec £3s hostler at $40.00 per month — recd 5.00 fror@tdver
for Labour. Pr Nick. Paid to sanitary fund 5.00

Friday the 2% — at work windy

Saturday the"3— at work, windy and disagreeable the sand fliefisly

Sunday the %4 — at work, fine day

Monday the 5 — at work wind blows hard again

Tuesday the'61863 — at work windy and disagreeable

Wednesday the 7 — at work windy

Thursday the 8 — at work steady as an old clock/rey water and cleaning stables
Friday the 9 — at work. cold

Saturday the 10 — at work pleasant day

Sunday the 11 — at work, pleasant
Monday the 12 — pleasant at work

Tuesday the 13, 1863 — went out prospecting fomadwanch with two other fellows



was unsuccessful, went about 14 miles over the mmsin all directions. Come to
where some men were mining in Sulivan Districtytheked us to go in there tunnel and
look at there Quartz. we did so had a talk witenthabout the claims near by etc. then
started back home got home just at dusk

Wednesday the 14 — at work, pleasant

Thursday the 15 — at work pleasant

Friday the 16 — cold nights & fine days

Saturday Jan 171863 — at work fine day

Sunday the 18 — Cool day at work Recd from Culhzs.80

Monday the 19 — at work cloudy storming this eagnin

Tuesday the 20 — Snowed some last night abouth&fmsnow on the ground. going off
very fast, at work

Wednesday the 21 at work Cold Clouded up and stormed a little
Thursday the 2% — Cold last night verry plesant day at work
Friday the 23 Jan — not to cold last night pleskayt at work
Saturday the 22— cold last night fine day at work

Sunday the 28— pleasant day at work

Monday the 26 — cold night at work

Tuesday the 27— Cold morning at work part of the day, went tokat a wood ranch up
the Carson River about 6 miles talk of buying

Wednesday the 28 — plesant day at work

Thursday the 28Jan — plesant day at work

Friday the 30 — fine day at work

Saturday the 31 — fine day at work cold nightshimgj of note going on

Sunday February the'11863 — beautiful day at work Dutch Nick come hoimen San
Francisco



Monday the ¥ — fine day at work

Tuesday the 3d — at work plesant day

Wednesday the"™Jan — beautiful day worked this forenoon. gothtisged afternoon
went up to Virginia City to look for work got thepest at dark got supper and a bed made
myself comfortable as posible.

Thursday the 8 — fine day, looking about town and at the différenills for work, ran
across O. S. Neary my old Salmon River friend,ailés Mill, could get no work verry
windy this evening Stoped at the same place asigist

Friday the 6 — fine day, runing about looking foorw find nothing to do Started for
Empire City again after noon got there just at duSkayed at Nicks

Saturday the 7, Feb — fine day sitting about doiothing

Sunday the 8 — Went up to Virginia City again, &ob at Goulds Quartz Mill, but could
get none it has been a fine day Stoped at WisestaRant

Monday the 9 — fine day, went down to Empire Cayehoon, sit around afternoon, went
down to the Spanish Mill to get work once, but cbgét nothing to do

Tuesday the 10 — went to work butchering, for BeRd®@owen. Made no bargain with
them.

Wednesday the 1"Feb — at work for the Butcher fine day
Thursday the 12 — Snowed last night cold morningak
Friday the 18 — fine day at work

Saturday the 14 — at work Butchering fine day

Sunday the 15 — at work in the shop fine day

Monday the 16 — Snowing at work killed some begidk
Tuesday the 171863 — Cloudy but plesant at work
Wednesday the 18 — Snowing cold & disagreable ak wo

Thursday the 19 — fine day at work, like the busingerry much getting to be quite
handy. | help kill and tend shop

Friday the 20 — pleasant at work



Saturday the 21— Cold windy & stormy at work

Sunday the 22 — fine day, quit work for the butc¢lheisiness was to dull for him to hire
Monday the 23d Feb 1863 — doing no work, went ddolen River to look at a copper
claim. Several of us talk of prospecting evry thinoks favorable for finding a good

ledg plesant day

Tuesday the 24— went to work for the Butcher again this mornings up all night last
night, at a ball there was a Dutch Nicks (and weddogether) feel quite dull fine day

Wednesday the 25 — at work fine day

Thursday the 26 — at work plesant

Friday the 27 Feb 1863 — at work killing most of thay plesant day
Saturday the 28 — at work beautiful day

Sunday March the®11863 — a most sublime day

Monday the ¥ — fine day at work Butchering

Tuesday the"3— at work fine day

Wednesday the™4— at work little windy afternoon

Thursday the 5 — at work looks much like a storm

Saturday the7— at work continues windy

Friday the & March 1863 — at work in the Shop most of the dagrywwindy blowing
sand into everything

Sunday March the"8- at work plesant day

Monday the 9 — at work fine day

Tuesday the 10 — at work splendid day

Wednesday the 11 — at work fine day we have cajttai

Thursday the 12 March 1863 — fine day at work Betoty killing Beef & Pork

Friday the 13 — verry windy, making the sand fijzia



Saturday the 11— Fine day, rather warm forenoon, cooler & winékg@oon
Sunday the 15 — cool day at work

Monday the 16 — Cold day at work

Tuesday the 17— blowed terriffic last night at work, plesant day

Wednesday the 18 March 1863 — verry windy last inagein at work, blowing some
today

Thursday the 19 — verry windy & cold at work
Friday the 20 — fine day at work

Saturday the 21— beautiful day at work

Sunday the 2% — fine day at work

Monday the 2% — fine day at work

Tuesday the 24 March 1863 — at work fine day
Wednesday the 25 — plesant at work

Thursday the 26 — at work plesant

Friday the 27 — at work fine day

Saturday the 28 — at work plesant day helping & ptc Books this eavning
Sunday the 29 — at work in the shop rather warm
Monday the 30 - at work warm day

Tuesday the 3iMarch 1863 — at work beautiful day
Wednesday April the®11863 — at work fine day
Thursday April 2?1863 — at work fine day

Friday the3rd — at work fine day

Saturday the"— rather windy at work



Sunday the 8- windy & cold at work
Monday the 8 — at work windy day
Tuesday the'7— windy and disagreable at work

Wednesday April the"™81863 — at work blowing and storming have a greston of
going East with the Cavalry that goes from San €isao, got at letter from an old in San
Francisco he has joined the Battalion and thinkseths a good chance for me. am
studying verry deep on the question. | will beviag a situation here to go, but that’s
nothing to what is at stake.

Thursday the 9 — have concluded to go & join myofelcomrads in battling for our
country. Settled up with my employer and startadamt to Carson City, at 3 O’clock
this morning got to Carson before daylight, sitahantill daylight, went about town to
look for Bents one of my employers, to get some eyorfound him at his brothers Shoe
Shop. told him of my intentions, he seemed to ateee me go. | took breakfast with
him got my ticket for Placerville by Stage and wdsat Six O’Clock, verry cold and
stormy. going along verry comfortable, with thouds of dollars of Washoe Bullion
laying loose in the bottom of the Stage, got taBberry Station, the first day stoped
there all night, met considerable many big teamduhe day on the mountain trudging
along through the snow.

Friday the 18 — on my way bright and early this morning verrydcand rough riding
meet a great many fortune seekers on there waytbgesnow clad Sierras, to the Great
mining centre of the world, a great many on foahvihere blankets strapt to there backs,
Slushing through the snow and mud had a splenéw oif Lake Bigler from the Eastern
Summit of Mountains, it look grand to see the Sriolad Peaks all around you, and in
there midst a beautiful Lake as clear as Chrystkdfi Saw some splendid specled trout,
that they catch from the lake some that would wéiggen to thirty Ibs. kept going along
at good Stage progress arrived at Placerville mtiewn, we got out of the snow about 20
miles east of town, the roads were verry muddyinoetto meet a good many going
over. Stoped at the Carry House in Town, lookeoualo see if | could find any one |
knew but could not, retired for a good nights rest.

Saturday April the 11 1863 — got up and ready for a start early gottedaat Six
O’Clock for Folsom Evrything looks splendid all avia this part of the country grass up
green and trees in bloom looks verry different friiva other side of the Mountain Met
the Stages going up loaded with Passengers. stopktbok breakfast about 10 O’Clock
and a good one it was too, went on down to Folsotrtigere at half past eleven found
three or four men | knew had a chat then told thagnintentions, it took them by
surprised at going. | felt bad to think | had gibheut seeing my friends, being only four
miles from home. | sent word up to Father by a et lives there, at Massachusetts
Flat, bid my friends farwell & left by the noon imafor Sacramento City got there at half
past twelve, took dinner at the What-Cheer Housecked about town until two
O’Clock, with my friend A. L. DuBois, then took theoat for San Francisco, gliding



along down the river verry plesantly just passesg@eough on board to be comfortable,
got into the great Paciffic Central, about ten @¢K found my friend C. F. Morse at the
What Cheer House, had a chat with him for a sloet then retired for the night.

Sunday the 12— sitting about the hotel most of the day talkingtters over with Morse,
& recruiting up after my trip went to the Theate dnd passed of a few hours there
during the day | went up to the Head Quarters ofa®y Bat with Morse. Stoped at the
What-Cheer with Morse again been a fine day.

Monday the 1% April 1863 — after breakfast walked up to headtprarSit around there
and see them drill, finly went with the Capt. withur other men to be Examined, four of
passed and were sworn in to the Service of theed8tates for three years unless sooner
discharged done my first drilling afternoon it canerry awkerd at first, fine day

Tuesday the 14— drill twice a day. Stop at the quarters with tast of the boys, runing

about town part of the time. feel bad to thinkid dot go to see my folks, find that |
would have had plenty of time, as we will not stamtil the 2% but | have not money

enough now to go up with, | will have to write Fatho come down, runing about Town,
went to the Melodian the play was verry good turmeabout Eleven O’Clock.

Wednesday the 15 — drilled twice during the dayabaut town some rainy afternoon

Thursday the 16 — improving slowly in tactics hawe regular two drills a day after and
forenoon, all the boys feel gay cutting up all timee in quarters fine day

Friday the 17 — drilled only once today we drilt tavo or three hours at a time our Capt.
seems to want to make good Soldiers of us all Wenglrove some fine day take a walk
about town once or twice a day run across an disn@aRiver friend, S. N. Davis.

Saturday the 18 — drilled once our Capt went upa@acramento to se his folks before
leaving for the east run about town some duringdénewent to the Melodian tonight.

Sunday the 19 — no drill runing about town andrgyaround the quarters most of the
day fine day

Monday the 28 April 1863 — no drill except to have Sabre exardisside rainy most all
day the boys all feel in good spirits & seem anxiouget off.

Tuesday the Z1— went out to drill with Lieut. Stone, drilled alioan hour the Capt
come down from the City also Father, & J. R. ClafiNegro Hill. Father come to se me
off for the wars, he seemed to think | am doindntrigut hates to see me go run about
town with him a while, he stoped at the What-Chdeuse, and | went to my quarters it
rained a little during the day

Wednesday April the 221863 — today evrything is all bustle about thertgra tearing
down our bunks, and cleaning out the quartersngixup and making preparations



generaly for leaving tomorrow, rolling up our blatg and bundling up little things that
we want to take with us, all the boys feel gayhimk we are going to get of tomorrow
walked about town some with Father to see the sighthe City, went through the mint
with him, see the them rolling out big yellow twiexst in the eavning went to Gilberts
Melodian enjoyed ourselves well, went to bed alebenen O'Clock verry plesant day.

Thursday the 23 — Evrybody is doing up there blankets and clogirs] making ready
generaly for the trip brought things down out oé tuarters loaded them on a dray to
take to the boat. about ten O’Clock roll was ahlend we all marched down to the
Steamer in the best of spirits there was no unusi@led presant more than some
Military men of San Francisco none of us were aldwo go ashore after getting aboard.
Some of the boys had friends to se them of and dwadenone Father was on the boat
until she was nearly ready to do, when | bid hirkirad farewell. Finely about twelve
O’Clock she began to pull of from shore. there wasEven a cheer left the crowed as
we pulled of in to bay to leave our adopted Gol8¢ate to fight for our Country and our
Liberty we glided through the bay pleasantly unti# got out to and past the fort then it
began to be a little rough. When out to sea hfaravind. Some of the boys were a
little sea sick. Myself among them our first meals verry poor. the weather and wind
is fair, the old Stemer is making good head way

Friday April the 24 1863 — fine morning & fair wind a little sea siels well as good
many other the boys having verry poor grub, nothimye than is usual in such cases
four recruits have joined us since we put out. yTtheserted the provost guard in the city
to get to go east. They hid themselves away insthip untill she left the harbor. we
have our regular roll call twice a day. evrybodystto amuse themselves the best way
posible. Some reading some playing cards, wallieks etc. to make time seem short.
buy some apples & cakes to have something | caneiegtd in good spirits
24 Lat. 34" 7. N.
dist Run 242
“Long 120" 42. W.

Saturday the 2% — all appears in good spirits this fine mornindnave run along
pleasantly. had a fire alarm on board, it wasreefdor drilling the men learning them to
be on hand in case of emergency. The men werg e&pert evry man was at his post
and water flying in all parts of the ship in no &mt caused some excitement among the
passengers when it first sounded. Some of thewssa for going ashore immediately,
one went so far as to go below and get his blanketarpet bags, to go of at once, and
one hundred miles from shore. we had quite a laighm for getting excited so easy
evrything pass of quietly the rest of the day

25" Lat. 30 48N
Long 118 12W
Course S .33.E Dist run 236 mls

Sunday the 26— Cloudy but plesant morning. All appears to b@ying themselves
one way or other evryone has some respect forabba&h don’t indulge in card playing



as usual nothing of importance going on. Somehef boys sing a song or two
occasionaly. this is what they call duff day ahlds is preparing there lips for a taste of
the nessiary article, gliding along nicely withaar fwind.

26" Lat 27.35 N
Long 11501
Course S44 E

Monday the 2 — | was up in time to se the sun come peepinguey the world of
waters in her majesty, as the morning wares av&he gets obscured by a dull & heavy
clouded sky. a ship of some kind in sight but wéla@ was could not tell. Without a
glass. have kept close to land most all day, phbgeSt. Margueretas Island, passed of
the day by reading some and playing cards, our @agtforward afternoon to se us &
how we get along the weather continues fine
Lat 24 26 N
Long 111 56 W
Course S 44 E Dist run 257 mis

all retired anxous for the old ship to make a gowhts run

Tuesday April the 28 1863 — Beautiful morning. Appears jubilant as usual we are
gliding over the broad Pacific smoothly nothing smal occurd this forenoon, we all eat
verry hearty of bean soup for dinner. That belmgdnly meal we get during the day fit
to eat, unless we buy it and pay Steamboat prites.sea is verry calm, making plesant
sailing in a steam ship have not been in sigh&ndllduring the day. had a strange visitor
not in Shape of a Jeff Davis raider but a smalll Isiomething like a canary bird, come
flying about the ship finly lit on a mans knee, ¢aght it kept it a while finly let it go,
the little fellow started of again on its way owee briny deep to look for some other
resting spot

2in Lat 2147 N
“Long 108 34 W
Course S 30 E dist run 240 mls

Wednesday the 29— The sun come forth with magnificent splendos thiorning, passed
by the wreck of the Golden Gate, or what is lefitdlhat is the wheel laying on the beach
there is a little schooner laying at anchor neathgyold wreck, perhaps an expedition to
get the Treasure heard that a child had died icdabé evry one on board appears in first
best spirits, (except the childs déathining along finely. got in to the bay of Manitan
about half past four O’Clock, unloaded & loaded sdneight this town is a verry shabby
looking place a few old shantys along on the bet@hnatives come out to the ship with
fruit in canoes sold considerable to the passerert.S. Ship, Narragansett was laying
in harbor some of the Tars come aboard after saperp which our boys supplied them
with as best they could left the harbor at halt gasen

inLat 19 20 N



“Long 105 14 W
Course S 52 E dist run 240

Thursday April the 30 1863 — The child that died was buried at Manzanilla
yesterday; gliding along pleasantly keeping near land, had our regular diet for
dinner, evryone layed in a good suply met a steam ship supposed to be the
Orazaba loaded with Passengers. done some little reading, played a few games
of whist and wore the day as usual. think we will get into Accupulco some time
tonight got in just after dark saw nothing only what | could see from the boat as |
could not go ashore. The natives come to the ship with abundance of fruit,
bought some, could not get to sleep until one O’Clock on account of the noise the
natives and passengers made.

inLat 1729 N
in Long 101 45 W
Course S .62 E

Friday May the T 1863 — got just in time to be about as we leftanchorage about Six
O’clock. The scenery is fine in going out the larb Evryone had plenty of fruit as it
was cheap. We got outside found the calm seengaftor us to make our onward
progress great many sleepy heads laying aboutagll &lept some myself read a little
etc. one of our boys had a fit afternoon thoughivbald go under. Payne was verry sick
with the fever. We have kept of from land somédittistance all day

InLat 16 24 N
“Long 91 15W
Course S 64 E distrun 168

Saturday the™® — Splendid morning the sea continues calm the begs all to be merry
Payne is some better | sit up part of the nighhviim nothing more than comon has
transpired took a good salt water bath. & had #edache after it. Runing acros the gulf
of Teuhauntepec after noon. The weather contiSypésndid just breeze enough to make
it comfortable

In Lat 15 47 N
“Long 95 04 W
Course S 78 E dist run 226

Sunday May the "8 1863 — fine morning evryone appears joval andntryio enjoy
themselves as well as posible Some of the boysiaging others are reading etc etc. |
done some of all. Payne was taken verry bad agftemoon we have not run in sight of
land any it has the appearance of a storm. Thé¢ @dpe steamer had a man lashed up
to the masthead and one on the wheel house. Bdtleslavaiters in the cabin, they got
to fighting.

InLat 14 47N

“Long 90 35w



Course S 61 E dist run 236 mis

Monday the & — fine morning got up at twelve O'clock last nightsit up with Payne.
He is some better today. The wind started up winielue the sea quite rough a good
many of us were some little sea sick making evnghierry docile aboard all day

InLat 11 43 N
“Long 88 15W
Course S 58 E dist run 228 mls

Tuesday May the'51863 — the morning broke forth verry plesant atheaunwell got a
severe headache Nothing unusual during the dag been in sight of land most of the
day. Met a steamer going up the coast, think slaeSsrew Steamer she is about 5 miles
off | think

In Lat 9 44 N
“Long 8534 W
Course S 33 E dist run 198

Wednesday May the™6— fine morning as it wares away it has the appearaf a
shower sure enough it comes down quite refresiiegold boat rocks about fearfully the
coal being most all gone She has no ballast inthey, made all the Passengers go down
on the main deck. Evryone seems in good spintswish we were as near New York as
Panama, passed by some verry pretty Lone Islandsoooe distance from the Land, a
little child died on board keep evryone down on th&in deck all day there was another
man tied up to the mast head this eavning

In Lat 7 23 N
“Long 8225 W
Course S 53 E dist run 232 mls

Thursday May the 7 1863 — plesant all making calculations on gettmgPanama by
noon sailing along plesantly off the cost of Newe@da runing close to land, passed by
several splendid little fruit-growing Islands. Cero anchor in the bay at half past three
O’Clock all is confusion on board being so eagegéb ashore got in an old transport it
was sun down before we got on shore, waited soméebaggage, When it was got of
we were rushed in the cars, & soon went glidingrdkie Ithsmus of Panama of dark &
story night. tried to get some sleep but could not

In Lat 8 27 N
“Llong 79 36 W
Course S various dist run 218

Friday May the 8 1863 — Got to Aspinwall half past one O'Clock wag on guard over
the Company baggage Some of the men went & gotthamgeto eat we got orders to go
on board the Ocean Queen, Seargt Williams and me placed at the gang way so none



of our men would go ashore after Liquor. | wenskeep about four O’Clock, woke up
found we were gliding along finly on the rough Aile find the old ship don't roll like
the Sonora did the gunboat Connecticut is alorm@mvoy we don’t get as good grub as
we did on the other side had to buy some pie t@ Kkemm being hungry. Some of the
boys think the Capt don’t exert himself as muctha®ught to on the subject they think
he could have us better provided good many sleepgson the boat today

Saturday May the'™®1863 — going along finly our food is outragoushdiget nothing at
all fit to eat, all we have to interest ourselvathvis to talk of bad treatment The convoy
keeps along with us Couple of our boys had a fayldr some foolish thing Convry &
Barrows the latter got considerable bunged up lagfame day run 318 miles since we left
Aspinwall

Sunday the 10— plesant morning we are gliding along finly se #moke of something,
supposed to be a steamer as we are where rebatgais abound, when any one sees a
sail it is a Jeff Davis sure. The convoy put dtgrathe supposed steamer so we lost sight
of both. Comenced raining. Some of the men faler opportunity of a fresh water
wash. It rains verry hard. No way for a personmgprove lesure hours, run 259 miles
the last twenty-four hours

May the 11" 1863 — Cloudy and blustery morning with considerahin off the Lower
End the Island of Cuba had one man in irons farsiefy to work or pay his passage, he
is a stowaway The boastwain and a sailor had & 8ghon the whole we have had
considerable excitement during the day got in thié gfream about noon having quite a
stiff head wind our grub has not been so bad todayclose to a schooner just at night
She is making great exertion for some point run 286s

Tuesday May the 12 — fine morning with the exceptbits being verry windy and dead
ahead at that run in sight of Florada Keys passesedo a light house it was quite a
distance from shore had beans boiled up with besatlvarious other things for dinner
Several sail in sight during the day Comenced ngirthundering & lightning terriffic
early in the eavning. Itis what | would calltaren at sea Run 263 miles

Wednesday May the 31863 — plesant morning nothing uncommon goingoomding
about the deck part of the time, went down in thleirc pantry and helped wash dishes for
some grub that | could eat got a verry good mealttie first time since we left San
Francisco, played three games of checkers aftergobbeat two, been good many sail
ships in sight during the day had pie & chickercbisand butter for supper I relished it
too Distance run 357 miles

Thursday May the 1% 1863 — very plesant morning gliding along verrgsaintly,
evryone seems jubilant to think we are so near Mevk we continue in the gulf stream
saw but two sail vessels during the day went dawthe kitchen to get one more good
meal, been rather warm part of the time distanne360 miles

Friday the 18 — it was verry windy some time last night, the &®auite rough this



morning it some windy also. The boys are brighdgnup there brass for they think of
getting in tonight done verry well in the grub liteelay have not been in sight of land yet
today saw two ships at some distance, run 290 miles

Saturday the 16 — got up at three O’Clock this nmgrmuning close to the Jersey shore
all is bustle getting up the baggage out of thelhahd all brushing up to go ashore, it
looks splendid runing up the shore it being soywkavel as far back as can be seen, then
runing into the harbor to see the shipping and Glitsit a distance. Was delayed some in
getting a pilot Boat fired two guns run around Hagbor for an hour. Finly run up near
the dock about eight O’Clock, then was trubled samgetting tied up. We was marched
of the Boat about eleven O’Clock. Went up to tleekpbarracks took dinner and felt
quite releaved sure there was good many Soldiere ttihat had served there two years
come home for discharge, asked several if theyghboof reinlisting, they all would
provided McClellen was reinstated, the sights & ¢ity the briscness and bustle was
quite refreshing to us sure stoped in town untirf@’Clock, then went down to the dock
to take another boat ride up the River to Stoningtbree of our Co. that deserted the
Provost guard in San Francisco were detained inCibeas prisoners | had no money
therefore could not go about & enjoy myself muame of the boys come on the boat
pretty tight, we soon got of & glided along nicetyn around up in the river. It got to be
rather windy. Got supper about nine O’Clock wagjoard over our stuff on the boat

Sunday May the 171863 — fine morning got up to Stonington about G1&lock had a
fine sleep before we got there although on guart gfanight, got aboard the cars for
Readville Mass., (Eight miles from Boston) got that Six O’'Clock, A.M. we marched
up to the Camp, where the part of the Battallioqsrters were, that come before us,
they have gone on to Washington. We started fixipgsgome little about the Camp, but
then we rested most of the time, like the appeaaidhe place verry much. Visited
some colored soldiers that are recruiting nearhay taire stout looking fellows, been a
fine day

Monday May the 18 1863 — beautiful morning comenced riging up thesteto comence
soldiering there is two regiments of Colored troops the fifty fourth, the other the fifty
fifth, the former is near full the other has ndaet hundred recruits, the former had there
colors presented to them today. They made a gilapday, had a great time generaly.
All the darkies in the surrounding country weresam®. Gov. Andrews & Staff were
presant. The former made a speech on the occasioig of our boys were over to see &
hear the Serimonies the men all appear in goodtsgiome of them were made to do
extra duty for being absent at roll call. In fact in the guard house, but it was a wrong
act of the Orderly. Have to turn in at eight & kaw blow out lights at half past eight
O’Clock taps.

Tuesday May the 191863 — fine morning wrote a letter to Father stbpbout quarters
most of the time, drilled two hours this morn mgtfare verry sore went to the Creek had
a good wash, some of the men have got furlouglesadyr to visit there friends, for as
long as seven and eight days. Had a boy brougltatop as prisoner, for stealing
government horses, had our drill afternoon, angthirrg went out well.



Wednesday May the 201863 — had our regular drill this morning and dgpather Camp
duty, have visiters evry now and then, good manyhefboys being of on furlough it
make little more duty for those that remain, oupCia of also wrote a letter to Cyrus
Roberts, the men all appear enjoying them well gloimost anything for fun, been a fine
day

Thursday May the 21, 1863 — rather warm mornind,ndit have quite so long a drill this
morning as comon. Went over to se the darkies mh they made quite a good
appearance, we had seven recruits for our regifjoamtus, they enlist in Boston, the
Colored Regt had One Hundred & forty two, from ORidPennsylvania, some of our
men complain about grub, think we don’t get ouiorad, been rather warm all day.

Friday May the 2%' 1863 — verry warm again this morning had a shaltt dSix of the
new recruits were brought in prisoners they caulghbk last night outside camp. They
got three days in the guard house. Some of theaoere back from Boston, that were
on pass the Capt come back afternoon, had our salireetc issued to us, had no drill
afternoon. My feet are verry sore.

Saturday the 231863 — fine morning. Officiating as Corporal foe first time. | must
act rather green | think, but, there is great ckdoncimprovement yet, don’t have to drill
any have to releave sentinals evry two hours duxianty four, fine day

Sunday May the 241863 — Cloudy morning, got about two hours sleepng the night.
Got releaved from duty at half past nine O’Clo@kiess parade this morning. Verry cool
for the time of year. | cleaned up the buttonsabre a little, got our 25.00 twenty five
dollars, Government bounty at noon, went to Chwatcthe town of Millville about one
and half miles from Camp. The sermon was most av®n we got there, little rainy this
eavning.

Monday May the 28 1863 — cold morning drilled before breakfast, atkvdoing fatigue
duty Cleaning & fixing up about the stables expaat horses soon good many of the
men of on passes fell asleep afternoon & missddcedl, got news of Grants taking
Vicksburg, | hope it is true.

Tuesday May the 261863 — fine morning doing Camp duty and layinguthguarters,
not verry severe drill today. Charles Morse gatkbiitom home, he says he had a good
time.

Wednesday May the 27, 1863 — had an early dling up to go to town on a twenty
four hour pass. Went in with four or five of theyls, on the half past Eight A.M. train,
got in to the great City of Boston for the firghe at Nine O’Clock, run about town with
the boys some to se the sights visited the greatdBoComon, it is a beautiful place got
to drinking some with the boys & run about & spant money with out enjoying much,
find the Comons is a great place of resort forz&its in the eavning, find a great many
young Ladys there also knocked around town umtii| ©O’Clock then went to bed.



Thursday, May the 281863 — got up ahead of the sun this morning watieslt a little

to try and find some of the boys. Went down to@wmon Sit down for a few minutes.
When | saw one of the boys come up, then struckwotlt him to get breakfast, run
around town considerable and lost track of my caintfzen | went alone, the fifty fourth
Regt is to appear on the Common, they will leavet&o today for the South some place,
was around the Comon most of the time, to see ttwme in, they was in fine trim and
appeared well, a great many people presant, they amgplauded greatly after they went
away, | done some little business, then went td@pot to take the Cars for Campagain
got back about three O’Clock find most evryone aw@n the whole | had a verry poor
time considering evrything

Friday May the 29 1863 — fine morning was detailed on provost gugtrthe Station
went on duty at Eight O’Clock have to releave. tBes evry two hours, have three
posts to releave, Colect passes from all Soldiesdtop here, and see that none goes of
without a pass Been rather warm here in the midtitee

Saturday the 30 — verry cool this morning was etgaved until half past eight O’Clock
AM, was buisy about Camp most all day, having aansks come had to clean and water
them which took some time for they were verry dubgy are a fine lot of horses my feet
are verry sore, been warm day.

Sunday May the 311863 — fine morning been fixing up for Dress Parattawing our
saddles & fixtures for our horses we are all fiXed horse drill took a walk over to
Dedham this Eavning with one of the boys saw pleftyoung ladys there factory girls |
suppose as there is those large factorys therentusy employ a good many after going
around & seeing the sights started home againgbae a plesant walk.

Monday June the®11863 — Cloudy but pleasant fixing up for drill leamore to keep us
buisy than comon since our horses come, had aatrithorseback afternoon got along
verry well for green horses, after that had a gaf#otball enjoying ourselves verry
well took care of our horses, and after retreattvaggwn to the river and had a bath, a
few drops of rain fell this eavning

Tuesday June the"21863 — Nothing new has occured today doing regedanp duty
had no drill at all today layed about camp all tinge

Wednesday June th& 3863 — Cloudy but plesant detailed on Provost Gdaty at the
Rail Road Station again the duty is the same asrégfood many Passengers come and
go today, there was about fifty more horses comeu$oto pick from good looking one
too been plesant

Thursday June the™41863 — went down to the Station at five O'Clockswaleave at
half past Eight. Had two hours drill on horsebagst some little trinkets for use on a
march. Making great preparations for join our megmt at Washington, comenced
packing up all of our traps to leave tomorrow weéhall chosen our horses and are ready
for a start or ner so



Friday June the'1863 — fine morning getting ready to start gotything down to &
aboard the cars at ten O'Clock, started from treti@t at eleven O’Clock the men all
feel gay singing and making considerable noise. gatee three cheers for Gen Peirce &
evryone in general, got to Stonington at four O&RI® M, left for New York at Ten PM
O’Clock. Some of the men got pretty merry over stiing good to drink they got pretty
noisy on the boat going down was detailed for guardhe boat, the man that was on
with me was as drunk as could be one of them hadmaan walking post with him most
of the time, | went to bed at two O’Clock.

Saturday June theé"61863 — Woke up this morning just before gettintpithe City of
New York which was about seven O’'Clock Crossed awelersey at Eight O’Clock was
on guard here over the Cos property & until we feft Philadelphia which was noon
passed along pleasantly on the cars and througle samy pretty little towns was
Cheered and Saluted all along by the ladys, goPhdadelphia about ten O’Clock,
wandered up to an eating institution that is keptlie benefit of soldiers, and got a good
Supper, then marched down to the Depot got abdaedcars & was soon of for
Baltimore. We was well receaved through New Je&sdennsylvania they Cheered us
shook hands with us biding us good-bye as old disemas on guard in the car at the door
had verry little sleep

Sunday June the"71863 — arrived at Baltimore about Six O'Clock A.jbt of the cars
stoped on the platform for an hour | should thiwkjting for our breakfast. Got it at last
at the Soldiers releaf association, we then gothencars again and was soon of for
Washington City. Baltimore is a verry differenblong place from Philadelphia, it looks
a verry ancient place the streets looks more fighgven the buildings look old and as if
they fixing up greatly, that along in the cars al@awv gate Stoping occasionaly, on the
route, there is Soldiers Stationed all along d@igket duty on the road | Suppose, we
got to Washington about Eleven O'Clock. We unla@hdke cars & reloaded our
Baggage in wagons then started to join our regiaimp at Brightwood (we went to the
Soldiers retreat first & got something to eat) Inivavith one of the wagons as a guard
walked most of the way out which was Six Miles, ga to the Camp about half past
Eight & before the colum did, had quite a chat wstme of the men then got some
supper layed down among the baggage for a nigsts re

Monday June the"™81863 — windy morning & the dust flies about some apwards not
doing much more than taking care of our horses @thér little nessiary jobs about
Camp. Recruiting up from our werisome journey,enaet got our Co. arranged right yet
most of the Co. that come before us is of on a Scbdont think this is a verry plesant
camp it is verry dusty, and requires consideraldkcimg the scouting party has just
returned this eavning they seamed to of enjoyehsleéses well while out

Tuesday June thé"@863 — plesant morning, little windy by spellsmpiCamp duty had
no drills yet, our Capt got badly hurt by his horidling backwards with him, it broke
his leg verry bad thing to happen just as we atgngeour Co together, wrote two letters
one to George Bence of Carson City N.T. the otbeFather Nothing of importance



going on some of our boys have found old acquaetaircthe Cos. That come before, so
us having a talk with them Been plesant today.

Wednesday June the 10, 1863 — fine morning doitigim®p more than Camp duty that is
most we have done since hear

Thursday June the 1 plesant morning went out to drill it is aboubtwiles out to the
place we just got out there and started to dvilhen a Messenger Come out and ordered
us back to Camp. We was ordered to pack up witketldays rations, which was our
haversacks full of hard bread and Salt pork, thenstarted out after the rebels, we
marched about ten miles to Seneca Creek wherelisehad attacted some Michigan Cav
that was doing picket duty there they burned then&illed three and took four or five
prisoners the rebs lost one Sergeant & one Lieatemakilled. They made the attact
about five O’Clock, we got there about ten, we seokthe creek and followed them for
twenty five miles, but found they had recrossea iWirginia, we Camped about ten
O’Clock near Poolsville Md. tired at that

Friday June the 21863 — Started this morning about two O'Clock wessed the
Potomac at White ford, we went through the Coumtrgvry direction looking after the
rascals, would hear of there being about two hainesad Several times but could see
none of them, went through Leesgurgh and up neaR#éppahanoch River scoured the
country well, turned up the road struck on the ke went towards Washington stoped
beside the road for dinner and to let our horsst tke New York fifth Regt Cav come
up our Col & theres had a Consultation. finly varted towards Camp we went down
the pike about eight miles and camped for the nagh®ld Stuarts farm, took up quarters
in Orchard, we by two or three Old battle fieldsridg the day, it is verry desolate
looking Country the fences all down looks as thotigiad been long since any one had
lived around the vacinity

Saturday June the 3863 — fine morning had a good sleep last nigid, my horse had
plenty of grass to feed on Started about Six O’Kldeft the pike about four miles from
where we camped went through the woods down omadhe leading to Washington by
way of chain Bridge Crossed over about noon werdatop by way of Georgetown left
Washington to our right, it is awfull dusty goteéamp about four O’Clock after a march
of one hundred and fifty miles, Waded the Potomameacrossed back on the bridge, our
horses and ourselves tired and sore. We took areahlLeesburgh because he would
not answer some question the Col asked him abone goad. The folks of the town
looked at us verry ugly they would slam their dosigit, and let down there windows
with great violence, the place is quite a largéage and some good buildings in it we
was all glad to get a chance to rest for a dayor s

Sunday June 141863 — fine morning Cleaning up for inspection alothg other Camp
duty feel rather sore after our March, | think fréhe quietness in Camp others has the
same feeling, but that feeling would soon vanisbabts & saddles would sound in five
minutes after inspection layed about the tent ngaknyself as comfortable as possible,
as the balance of the boys did.



Monday June the 151863 — fine morning went out and had a short diter we
returned, went down to the Creek and washed somth&3. getting rather warm as the
day wares away. Sit about Camp resting most ofithe. | am detailed for guard at four
O’Clock after guard was formed was chosen founés whosen as one of the patrol, left
Camp with Lieut Wells, and eight others we wentthp pike to Rockville there we
rested for one and half hours (or close there)

Tuesday June the 161863 — Started from where we camped near dayligihen went
toward the Potomac, stoped at Alefords (?) foum€m sent one man down to the Camp
of some Michigan Cavalry waited untill the man Cobaek then started for Camp, went
along slow untill noon stoped and eat a bite andlg horses graze. then took a road
across to the Pike then went to Camp got back ahoeg O’Clock

Wednesday June the 171863 — looks much like rain doing nothing morentt@amp
duty that is enough to keep us going most of thme tgot verry warm along in the day
went down to the creek and had a bath Come upeadithe news untill stable call, then
watered and took care of my horse then sit arountdl vetreat, then turned in, that is
generaly our rotine of duty

Thursday the 18— Cloudy and looks like rain again this morningniveut to drill again
this morning Kept buisy about Camp had the Shoésmsemy horse. it rained hard
afternoon a regular old style tundershower Makesuddy about Camp. the water run
in the tent some to the discomfort of the boys

Friday June the 191863 — The weather is cloudy and unsettled yettveeh to drill
formed platoons once or twice then went back to Cdrad sabre exersise afternoon
rather muddy in the roads and about Camp theyl®ptisy today

Saturday the 20 - More plesant than yesterday although it looksie like rain doing
Camp duty, no drill detailed for guard this Eavniniylounted guard at half past six
O’Clock, | came on the forepart of night, Changeithwhe other Corporal, | took the
after part, have Seven posts releave evry two hours

Sunday June the 211863 — got up at twelve O’Clock to comence relegwsentinals,
rained some during the night and forenoon Cleanipgabout the Guard tent for
inspection at noon, there is Sixteen prisonerfienguard tent all belong to the regiment
hear heavy canonading towards the Potomac, fitmbe more tedious to do guard duty
at Camp than to be out on patrol was releaved flaty at half past Six O’'Clock took
care of my horse after

Monday June the 321863 — went out and drilled this morning returrsdtér a short
drill, went to doing duty about Camp, heard nothaidhe firing today, dont know what
it was had sabre exercise afternoon Nothing morggluhe day worth noticing | never
felt better in my life been a fine day



Tuesday, June the 931863 — fine morning drilled this morning as ustrd orders to
pack up with two days rations the report is we goeng to move Camp entirely, to
Poolsville had a sabre exercise at two O’Clock aured to get ready to start the boys
are all in good spirits to think we are going to about a little, we struck tents at the
sound of the bugle had our horse all packed andiyriest @ move, We got of at last about
four O'Clock we went along moderatly untill nine @bck then Camped about twelve
miles from Poolsville, our Co. had there horsesikatiall night, been a warm day

Wednesday June the 24, 1863 — fine morning stédibaal camp at three O’clock A.M.,
moved along slowly untill we reached Poolsville erhivas about ten O’Clock, we sit on
our horses about an hour while our officers weokipg out a camping ground we finly
camped about half mile from town it comenced tm ras we comenced to pitch tents
making it verry disagreable, the third army Corps fust passed through here the wagon
train is going through now they are going towardspers Ferry We all get plenty of
Cherries here near Camp, there is a continualgstfnSoldiers going past it continues
wet and disagreable had rather wet quarters fonitjtg.

Thursday June the #5863 — verry disagreable morning Continues to, tagops going
past all the time Cavalry and infantry not fixing mmuch about quarters for it is so
muddy and bad, no news about the movement of topsryet our boys are speculating
in there minds on the subject they say Gen Hoakar Poolville

Friday June the 26, 1863 — Our Col. put verry studes on our going out of camp our
camp limits are verry small looks much as thougréhwas something in the wind, what
it all means We have to guess at some thinks dng Home another, for my part | think
the boys forage most to much for to start in onew itCamp. was detailed for Stable
guard tonight sit up till ten O’Clock, had a gooéss of blackberries today.

Saturday June the 971863 — we have orders to break camp and moveomsasoposible,
we got ready for a move by Six O’Clock, A.M., andsasoon off, the report is we are
going to the front with Gen Hooker, that is justcksifor us, we went along towards
Harpers Ferry, we come to a halt on the hill neaoXille, had hardly stoped when
some of the boys started out foraging, one of tkiéled a big hog and was carrying in to
Camp. the Col saw him made him pack around orb&ck some of the boys robed a
woman of all her Milk and Butter she talked vergjtg to them, said if she was a man
she would let them know what a rebel was, we manddf the field down towards the
river a little, and camped in the woods we met Genker and body guard & some other
Gen, did not know it was him untill he had pasdesldrmy is moving towards Fredrick
and Harpers Ferry, had a verry plesant place tgpdanthe night, been plesant day

Sunday June the 981863 — Cloudy and looks much like rain had ordersetrace our
steps which all is disatisfied with, evry one thbtuigre were going to the front with Old
Joe & the boys to have some fun with the rebs, eetwiown through Knoxville crossed
the canal, went up the toepath between the rivércanal, to Cotocton Station on the B
& O RR Crossed back on the same road, and wenttoaekolsville. The army had all
passed except some pontoons and baggage wagansyafhad recrossed the Monocacy



we heard that there were 5,00 rebel cavalry at\HlElwe got some grub out of our
wagons, we met them as we were coming up theviddlfilled our haversacks and got
ready for a fight, | was ordered as one to defdre Golors, we all went up towards
Poolville at good speed expecting a fight ---- @ twenty mostly of our Co to picket on
the Monocacy when we got to Poolsville some of Hoys were there with some
guartermaster Stores piled up ready to burn as asdhe rebs should appear. The boys
joined us, we went on through town down the pik&éxkville got there about twelve O’
clock stoped there about two hours layed down with bridles in our hands and slept
Our Col got some information of the rebels.

Monday June the 391863 Cloudy and some rainy. Started in pursuitugbwo
O’Clock it is verry dark, heard it was Stuart antz Hue Lees Cavalry forces that they
had crossed the Potomac going up through Md. tosM@ed, we continue to follow we are
close to there rear guard passed some wagons #aeyet on fire, Saw letters and papers
they had torn up on the road we took seven or gigboners the first rebs we have taken,
we stoped about seven O’Clock made Coffee and cbs@me pork, waited for some of
our scouting parties & flankers to come in, we setarted on again after them, we met
some of Scotts Nine hundred coming back that tree/ garoled and some citizens also
they report them to be seven or eight thousanagtr@ur Col. seems anxous to engage
there rear guard, we passed through Mechanichseitgoed at Brooksville to let our
horses recruit up a little have no feed for therh drass, thought to get reinforcements
from Washington our Col arested some citizens ntlaelm go along with us, good many
paroled prisoners coming back all the time theytbayrebels used them verry rough, we
stoped here untill five O’Clock P.M. in the meangéirwe all got ourselves stufed with
Cherries, and | went to a house got some milk arddy which satisfied my and Johny
Passages aptite verry well for the day | owe Sergeassage and others of the boys for a
good many favors if it had not been for his moneyoluld not of know how to relish
bread and today, at five O’Clock we started wepngltill midnight then camped in a
Clover patch for the night

Tuesday June the 801863 — Some of the sentries took two prisonersdaght little
showery this morning laying about waiting for trexbmove, the Col sent a detail of ten
men for corn for our horses. they went to a fapude made the man draw a load to the
camp. Couple of us after we fed our horses, wahatier some cherries got our fill just
as boots and sadles blowed, which was near thelenoddhe afternoon we took the back
track as our suplies had give out we went alonglglantill midnight then camped in a
new mown clover patch, just at dark passed thra@uliie place called Mannassas, it has
been rather wet all the eavning, had a rather weetftr the night

Wednesday July the®11863 — fine morning The Col. sent me down to thenbtacy
early the first thing tell the teamsters (or waguoaster), to go to Poolsville with the
wagons. | started not knowing the road, but fetesof finding it, | stoped on the way
and eat Cherries & berries for breakfast, as letéiad them, while riding along in a strip
of woods, something took my attention to the rightne. | took the second look, and se a
man crouched down behind a stump, thinking | hadbato deal with, | out with my
pistol and ordered him out, |1 questioned him delithe pretended to be sick, and



belonged to some Pa. regiment, was left behindwasdnow trying to find his regiment.
| made him go with me a mile or two, stoped undeZleerry tree eat some Cherries,
concluded to let him go, as | did not want him &fbllowing about with me for fifteen
or twenty miles he went back the way we come, e d@marms, went on down to the
Monocacy reported to the Lieutenant in Comand, g@ilong met the Ambulance driver
him & me went into a house made them come out sothe Milk, Bread & Butter which
tasted good, told them if | had money | would plagnh but as have none | could not. |
then went on lasurely to Poolsville picking berras| went when | came to camp the
goys had tents up in good style. Major Thompsotwé& of our Co. have not been heard
from since we left Rockville one of boys, Co. Fasmaken prisoner with the mail while
on his way out from Washington, he had his hors¢ 8bm under him, | am detailed for
stable guard tonight

Thursday July the™ 1863 — fine morning, feel sleepy had verry lileep last night, the
report is our Co. is going out again, heard fromjdvidhompson & command, they are
guarding some place near Washington, twenty ofGurare going down to do Picket
duty at the mouth of the Monocacy was releaved fstable guard and went down with
the men started about ten O’Clock got there aboohncomenced doing duty the first
night My post was watching a ford above the Cawal have two hours on and four off
& as soon as we get of post go foraging & get bsrrivhich are plenty this is a good
post, the weather is plesant

Friday July the 8 1863 — plesant morning have a good time here okepiStand post
then gather berries untill I get my fill, took mpidse down to the creek washing him all
over, then took a sleep, heard the boys at camp waeout to be attacked, they were
saddled all night, also they were about to movepcagain, hope we will not be releaved,
from this post for a few days, as long as blackbsriast, & the farmers have fat pigs,
and there cows give plenty of milk, been rathemwérday.

Saturday, July the"™¥1863 — a splendid morning all well and have ha€hallenge no
rebels as yet. We are passing of this Anniversdirgur independence verry quietly,
great deal more so probable than a great many ofhencle Sam’s boys but glory be
with them wherever they may be. Slept till latéstimorning, our rations are getting
short, we will have to do more foraging. Tried gk at fishing in the Potomac but
found it verry poor. Would like to write some ihbhd material, had no letters yet from
home, nor news from the armies we are in a poarepla get news, it has been over a
week since we have heard from our Gallant Gratbh@marmy in Maryland and with it as
you might say too Commenced raining verry harcaabnce it will soon raise the rivers
so they will be impassable, one of the boys broughtfine pig this eavning

Sunday July the®51863 — pleasant although it looks much like raihen releaved from
duty washed a shirt picked some berries and trigduck fishing again in the canal this
time with no better success Capt Adams, officathefday was down to se us, | had just
Cleaned up the quarters in time to look neat, drteeoboys brought in another fine pig,
had quite a long talk with an old slave while orsiploe told of his misfortunes in life he
thought for him to be a free nigger now as he heghla slave and worked hard for fifty
years & still worked for Massa he told they werwakd two prs pantiloons a year one



pr shoes and if they wanted any nice cloths fordaynhad to work nights and pick
berries, etc. to get money to buy them he give o history of the way they used
slaves generaly, he wound up by telling me there theee rebel soldiers stopping at a
farmers up on the road about two miles from thertifinly he hobbled of Sergeant
Passage myself & Pendill got permission of Lieuteramith to go out after them after
dark, we went to the house the darkie told us walavéind them, Sergt and me went in
the house told them we were in search of Unionrtirseand called for some supper, and
made some inquiries and thought things looked veuspicious, and if we had had
permission we should of searched the house, butithé's orders were contrary, finly
we went out to watch the horses while Pendill gohsthing to eat, while out there a
Negro come up, it being verry dark | could not w&ho it was | of course cocked my
pistol on him, when he heard it click he spoke Iova tone, Massa dont shot its me, then
he come up told me that the rebs had gone to anothes house to stop & they were
dressed in Union Soldiers cloths and tried tortedl where the house was, finly Sergt &
Pendill come out, (the nigger put back) the manhef house with them, | told him he
would have to receave thanks for the supper as ynaas out of the question with us,
we took our leave | told the Sergt what the negad told me we concluded to go there
after them if | could find the place, went to whahought was the place | dismounted
one of them held my horse | went to the door rouketh up asked them who lived there,
but found it was not the name | made some inquioesoldiers but they had saw none
that day, he told me to search the house if | whitd thought it no use, at first he did
not want to come out, but he concluded to operddues, it was so dark we concluded to
give up the search we then started for camp gd balf past twelve O’'Clock and went
to bed

Monday July the 8 1863 — Cloudy and dull got up at nine O'Clock fixereakfast
picked some berries and knocked about generaly arepost at twelve O’Clock just as |
was releaved, some of Co. L come to releave use8taiout the block house untill the
pickets down the canal come in, then started fanCan Seneca Creek, they having
moved while we were on picket, got to Camp at r€lock fed our horses & took a
bite our selves then turned in, it has been a ptetay

Tuesday July the "7 1863 — verry wet and disagreable about camp Sigshbout
through the mud most of the time and doing nothingmount to anything, this is a verry
poor place to Camp | think wrote a letter to CMarse at Boston Mass, no news of any
kind

Wednesday July thé"81863 — more plesant than yesterday Started togfizbout Camp
some, we are short of rations, have nothing bull baead and musty pork, which starts
some of the boys is growling My supper was a cupaur coffee the ground has dried
out a little during the day. Seneca Creek is véaigh some of the men posted on the
other side as pickets tried to cross, they weneuhdrse and all making something for
the boys to laugh at during the day

Thursday July the'™1863 — fine morning comenced doing camp duty Efixigg up to
have comfortable quarters, expect to Camp heasdore time cut some poles for Saddle



racks & have nine crackers issued to us for a datysns, we expect some grub to come
out in a day or two, was detailed for guard tonigititSix O’Clock had marching orders,
just as | was going out to releave the pickets grnwatch returned to camp the tents were
struck, got my things packed on my horse stopeditati® guard tent untill everything
had started then | brought in the Sentinals anthéaor in with the rear guard, and
marched along moderatly towards Washington it wattypodark

Friday July the 10 1863 — Started from Camp after evrything was datro still on the
rear guard rather warm although cloudy, passedugiirdRockville at sunrise Stoped in
town a short time, started on again Some of the gegrsome whiskey aboard, got to
Camp brightwood at two O’Clock, got dinner and diref our pistols and carbines, took
five days rations and started for Virginia, wentotigh Washington crossed the Long
Bridge and camped at Camped Windham for the nigbks much like rain verry, nice
place to Camp, water & fed our horses, got suppkry&d down

Saturday July the 111863 — Started from Camp at half past three, batkdittle trouble
about issuing the rations out to the men, we marelt@ good speed, we got on the pike,
went to Fairfax Court House, the Country lookeddh#nrough here it gives good
evidence of war, it is all splendid farming Counlmt it is perfectly barren our advance
guard saw some rebel pickets this afternoon we Weatigh Aldie where the late Battle
was fought; saw some of our wounded in a farm @asea hospital, saw reb pickets on the
hills above Aldie, we all look for fun as soon ambrrow, we went up on the hill above
town and camped it being verry dark had to keephauses saddled and build no fires,
hold our horses by the bridle and lay down in frofthem

Sunday July the 21863 — to horses was sounded about three O'Cleekstarted for
Ashbys Gap, took to rebels a or near Middleborased through the town it is quite a
town, expecting to meet a rebel force evry few rtesupassed through Upperville,
evryone looks verry cross at the blue clothed begscould se rebel pickets on the
mountains riding about as our advance guard Chatgedgh Paris, (a little town at the
foot of the mountain) they captured three rebetge Gapt of Engineers, They went on
part way up the mountain when they were fired onsbgne rebs posted in the brush
behind a stone fence, Our boys halted fired altettehots at them although they were
concealed, the Col ordered the colum to halt, &edatlvance guard in, sent up another
and some flankers each side of the road, theyta€olum form in platoons at the foot
of the mountains and in town the men that wentwpugh the gap, drove the rebs across
the Shenandoah River, killed they said seven drteand brought back seven prisoners
we lost two in killed and three wounded and twaniers, one lieutenant of Co. (M) We
were ordered to search some of the houses in Fauisgd one man dressed in womens
cloths, took him prisoner, after the Col. went asds he thought advisable, we returned
got the men together, and started back lesurelyestat Upperville and buried one man,
it rained verry hard also this morning it rainetitiée we followed the pike back through
town turned of to the left, in towards Leesburgle, passed through several little towns in
the night, it was so dark we could not make outtang we went near Dranesville, Sat in
the road and held our horses, it raining all theetsince we left Upperville, had nothing
to eat but raw pork and hardtack since we stafbedl,once, it must of been twelve
O’Clock when we stoped.



Monday July the 13, 1863 — very disagreable mornive a muddy got up at daylight &
made preparations to start, finly they let us ceolkne park and coffee, after which we
started towards Leesburgh, thinking to find aditfight there, when near there we
arranged up in fighting order and charged througintbut saw no rebs Searched some
houses but all to no good Stoped there for two siguthe rain looked in some of stables
for horse feed but could find none, our poor haréesing had nothing but grass but
once since we started, After we could get us htasd | started in search of some for
myself, | went into a hotel and told him to give smme Milk Bread Butter and beef. for
myself and one or two more, he give me quite atajrub and a canteen of milk, | told
him | had no money and to charge it U.S. evryone Imeost is rebel to the backbone,
they shut up there houses stores and evrythingsldeserted after | got to the Colum
Lieut Smith Sergt and one or two more with myself @p the very nice, it went well, we
started from Leesburgh at two O’Clock went throulga country in various directions
but making towards Washington, camped about tedd@lCn a cloverfield, layed down
holding our horses by the bridle

Tuesday July the 41863 — rainy had about two and a half hours sMege some
coffee and cooked some pork for breakfast Somefmen found a milk house last
night. they releaved it of the contents consistifigseveral crocks of milk and, and
considerable fresh butter, after it was empty tlé@ad a guard put on to keep the men
away untill we left, we started just as the sun wating up, on our way to camp we
captured an old reprobate by the name Lay who thigeenmy all information he could
he had been arrested twice taken the oath of altegand released, they say he is an old
Guerrilla Chief but never can catch in any act ahvithe reb uniform on. When the
advance guard went to take him he resisted sldatywhen they pulled there pistol on
him he concluded to go, his wife made an terribksfdeclaring if a man she would play
hob with the yankee We struck on the pike and vaéarig moderatly for camp Crossed
the Potomac at the Chain Bridge, Sent a guard Mashington with the prisoners, we
took the road to the left of Georgetown, for CampBtwood was near night when we
got back, had to pitch our tents, it comenced ngirand we got wet through before we
got done, Capt is here doing well, and the othgskwe left behind, layed down in the
mud and water tonight again.

Wednesday July the 151863 — feel rather dull this morning, stiring absame cleaning
up our sabres pistols and carbines, washing some adoths and took a bath myself.
Went out and picked some blackberries had a fingsnier supper, we have marching
orders again, our Col complimented us highly on figt fight with the rebs Said we
behaved like veterans our wounded boys are doirlg faoks verry much like rain

Thursday July the 161863 — looks much like rain started with three dagtions at
seven O’Clock, took the road to Washington, it edira little just before we got to the
city, went through town crossed long bridge, werthin two miles of Alexandra stoped
there for further orders. finely turned back tonpaWindham, the wagon guards had
pitched our tents, just got unsaddled when it caxadmaining furiously, | was detailed to
go on color guard before the Col tent it is a gaetto be up, there was orders given for
to clean up arms for inspection in the morningrehe considerable cavalry camped here,



some infantry come in this eavning

Friday July the 17 1863 — raining still this mompirwas up most of the night releaving
sentinels have orders to march with three daysmatihe boys are stiring about cleaning
up, the inspection is done away with | cleaned ypsabre and pistol and wrote a long
letter to father then releving Sentinels evry twauits kept me rather buisy during this
wet and disagreable day, at about half past thf€o€k out again (all that had horses,
or that were able to go). went out to Alexandr@dsthere for three or four hours waiting
for further orders, there was some infantry andatignjoined us it appears we are going
out on some important expedition, as there is quitarce going out, we finely went back
to Camp, Windham to stop for the night again

Saturday July the 18 1863 — plesant morning stasteelarly went out and stoped the
same as yesterday waiting for orders took of sadalfel fed our horses and layed about
finely cooked some dinner, the place is throngetth wiomen and boys peddling apples
cakes and pies, they dont get patronized very f@elhe boys have but little money. all
at once boots and saddles sounded and we wereo$oaent through Alexandra, (it is
verry quiet and ancient looking place) after wesgadsthrough town we halted again for
an hour, there was three or four regts of infamng artillery passed by us, boots and
saddles was soon sounded again some of the Cahalryoined us took a road to our
left, we followed the infantry out on the --- pikee passed where they had pitched camp
for the night, we went to Fairfax Station on theeXdndra & Orange R.R. stoped on the
hill aposite the railroad buildings, for supperl&h went on after supper the supposition
is we are out here to protect the road and workamen, had some hard bread coffee and
pork for supper, we passed over several old bestiisf

Saturday night continued — went through the country - isciously appear to be trying

to find some rebs had our force divided in twotloee different commands, went through
some pretty rough country appear to be going theseoof the R.R. have to march by file
good part of the way on account of the brush baaoghick, passed by several old
deserted winter quarters camped for the night bl ap from bull run, on the west side

| think it was one O’Clock when we camped beenagiesiay.

Sunday July the 191863 — had a good nights rest got our coffee amkl pooked then
started one of the picket caught a reb that apde@arde on a visit to his folks he had
started to go back to join his Brother rebels i hight and run on our picket he run into
a bad trap, we went through the country the samgesterday the Comand went near
some little town, the advance guard went in thec@lsaw some horses tied up before
some houses they went in and searched and caughtdbels, one of them was Gen
Stuarts messenger, found a message on him infor8tungyt of our whereabouts, finely
the col went back crossed Bull Run and took thd tgato Centreville | have been in the
advance and rear guard all day, when going up e¥dttifications one of the men saw
three mounted men at a distance they give chaséraddat them two or three times but
could not catch them, we pitched camp on the hiilese the first battle of Centreville
comenced just across the creek from the fortifcetiold Beaureguard threw up there,
we was soon after our arrival joined by Major Whkitteommand the Thirteenth and



Sixteenth New York Cavalry When they come | wagpaket the sentinel that was on

post out on the pike came rushing in saying theas & body of cavalry coming | sent

word to the Col then started to se what it was, wiiney come in sight there dress was
sufficient but when they saw a dozen of us standipghere so bold on the hill they

halted finely they saw it was all right and comaancamp the Col had our force drawn
up in line of battle to meet them, | detailed fazkgt tonight, my post was on the heights
at Centreville have not had the saddles of ourdsosce we left Alexandra

Monday July the 201863 — fine morning the men in camp are restirg latting there
horses have a rest there is where they have thentaye of me - - - as | am on picket,
went and picked a fine lot of blackberries anywhgyt grow in abundance about here
evry one of us is out of grub wont get any untilk @omisairy wagon comes, one of the
sentinals on my post saw two rebs go up to a hoaae there post he reported to me |
sent word to the Col he sent back to go with tlsemee picket and catch them if | could.
So of | started with three men went down thereolusly, but they were gone, they come
there so the man said enquired what picket that wpathere on the hill he told them
Union so they left one saying it was no place fam. | searched convinced myself that
had left then returned to my post was releaved fdoiy at sundown | feel like having a
good nights rest and | think my horse would likén&wve the saddle of

Tuesday July the 211863 — fine morning started on another raid whtteé days rations,
went up through Centreville and up the pike towaktisrenton, passed over the old Bull
Run Battleground the looks of the country told pkaiwhat had transpired there, Saw
human skulls and bones laying on the ground alsatgranon balls peaces of shells &
plenty of lead bullets passed through severag¢littivn the names I did not get, when we
got at the foot of the hill that goes up to Warocenbur whole force was ordered on a
gallop, when we got into town we stoped for halfihor so, and parties went sent to look
for some rebs that was saw but did not get themethwas young fellow that had been
crippled sitting in front of a hotel with gray uarin on finely all got together again
started ---- the Rail Road we went along untill e@me to Bristan Station which was
about ten O’Clock P.M. an camped there, took thielles of our horses after supper

Wednesday July the 221863 — Splendid morning had a fine nights resbme appeared
in a hurry this morning got our coffee and pork aridaround untill nine O’Clock before
we started went through the country in differemediions until we came to Mannassas
Junction halted and unsaddled our horses then gi@kme mess of berries and eat them
with sugar. about five thousand cavalry was thang, left as we come in, we stoped for
about two hours then started again two of our Comstoped to guard some army stores
at the Station, the balance of us took the roadClentreville got there middle of the
afternoon camped at the place we started fromgb&en Corcorons Brigade is stationed
here (or on the heights) they came since we lefhlvather warm day

Thursday July the 281863 — fine morning feel verry good this morniegry one is out

of grub again went down to the creek had a findx meished some dirty clothes, then
went out and picked some berries stewd them withesgreen apples making a fine dish
for dinner Was detailed for stable guard fifteeroaf Co went out on patrol stood post



untill ten O’Clock then turned in slept untill morn

Friday July the 24 1863 - very warm morning on guard evry one in cdmpesting
today had fresh beef for Breakfast quite a var@tyate also beef soup for dinner.
Couple of gentlemen come in Camp today pedling papas etc they found the boys
had not been paid of and could not sell it and dige it all out Said they were soldiers
once themselves, and new what it was to be outoofey wrote a letter to Cyrus Roberts
heard firing yesterday and it proves to of beereagagement between Meade and Lee
General Meade the Union Comander drove the rebetaigh Warrenten was releaved
from guard at Six O’Clock been hot all day

Saturday July the 351863 — fine morning evry thing appears to go ofl ire camp.
some of the men think we dont get our rations veentto drill my horse was not fit but
he done verry well had quite a drill. Come backime for dinner had soup and rice,
afternoon went through sabre and carbine exertiseréport is that the California
hundred are going to join us took a good bath hparfine rest, and splendid weather
had a fine mess of Blackberries for supper

Sunday July the 261863 — wet morning was roused up last night bsee®e rain storm

it rained very hard for a while, it was finely cted of Beautiful, went to creek took a
wash come back to camp and cleaned up for inspeckifier inspection picked berries

for dinner indebted to Corpl George Thayer SerdtnJBassage and others for favors
fifteen of our men went out on a scout was detaitedstable guard went on duty after
retreat had a bath this eavning stood post tillQ&dlock then turned in

Monday July the 27 1863 — fine morning got up before revilee and cocee cleaning
the stable attended to feeding the horses thebrgakfast then sit about untill noon then
took my regular allowance of Boiled fresh beef ething goes of well had a fine Bath
afternoon was releaved from duty after retreatdnatle sprinkle of rain after sun down

Tuesday July the 381863 — fine morning had a bath after stable chlissed the drill,
cleaned up my sabre carbine & pistol, to my hoosthé creek washed him all over was
at drill afternoon looks some like rain, one of ouen was arrested on charge of drawing
a sabre on the orderly Sergeant Case is his namm@b Harkins has entered charges
against Capt Adams our Squadron Comander for wingive language otherwise Case
was tried a told to report to his Co. quite an #®ment got all at once they report a
Cavalry fight going on close here all hands saddigdn a terrible hurry the order soon
came to unsaddle it was the picket firing rainiiagl la fine lot of Berries for supper

Wednesday July the 991863 — it rained part of the night | layed with fiegt out in the
rain we use our Ponchos for shelter tents theynatequite long enough it looks some
like rain yet Capt Adams is being tried Went outhany horse to let him grase drew
rations. Cut some wood afternoon got some behaesthem for supper evrything goes
of well

Thursday July the 301863 — plesant morning had a bath drilled thisfioon drilled on



the Cavalry Skirmish, got an order afternoon todéadip the order was countermanded,
we unsaddled then ordered to cook seven days saéiod be ready to march a sundown
We got of at half past Six went through took thaddor Aldie marched most all night

Friday July 3% 1863 — halted about two O’Clock in the woods rtearold Church near
Aldie Myself with two men was detailed on picketsped one of the men told him to
wake the other when he would have been on an heyrnwas on an hour each waked me
up, I was on but a short time when | heard firigvd the pike a short distance | woke
the boys that was on post with me, an outside pic&ame in an informed the Col. of the
fireing, in a few minutes evry one was in his sadde formed platons and marched to
the edge of the woods. Close to the pike we sawntke rebels coming down the road
screaming at the top of there voice after someuofneen. When they caught sight of us
they retraced there steps very quick, then the @dkred ten of us to follow him and the
ballance of the command to follow by platoons, wentvon the pike then galloped after
them as far as our horses could go, four or fivesopassing by the Col. at good speed
until we came to where the road was blocked up wittler wagons mules and horses
(these were, Mosebys booty that he had capturedidax Court House) we drove them
away from the wagons very hasty we got past theoms@nd followed them down the
pike for two miles, when they scattered in all direns like so many sheep, we retook
the wagons from them, and come to the place whersee the affects of the shooting
that we heard, there had been a detachment ofaumand sent of under Lieutenant
Maning soon after we left Centreville to come orthe pike lower down (or nearer to
Fairfax, C.H.) than we did, they camped just besideroad and the rebels coming on to
them first, they engaged one and other, but Ligaining only having twenty men could
not hold his ground aggainst eighty or a hundred,rtteey killed two of the Lieut's men
captured four and wounded two one severly, andaltbe ballance up the pike till they
saw us, When we drove them back they got away théhe prisoners, the Col. with part
of the men stoped and had the dead men buriedi ttarge of digging the grave, dug it
under a locust tree (had an old ax to use as atpilground was very hard) three in
mans dooryard. When the sutler wagons come upe(theing twenty seven of them) the
Col. had a detachment of thirty men go in with thesnguard and left three men to bury
the dead men then took the ballance of the commamd,followed in pursuit of the
rebels again we got a man for a guide, we wenou@tds Bull run Mountains, got on
there track followed them up through the mountam ioad was very narrow and timber
thick the ascent was very steep. When we got tieatop, evry one was called to the
front that had carbines and ordered to dismount.fMady found there rendezvous (or
one of them) there was four or five rebs layingamopen place with our men they had
taken prisoner, and some seven or eight Cavalryiimey captured at Fairfax C.H. they
were all laying down together when the rebs sawhayg put for the woods fired a few
shots at them, and gave chase but the woods wasghme, they knew it better than we
did and did not get them, but we retook all theqmers and a lot of horses they had, we
also took one man that was dressed in Citizensh€lofThe day was very hot when |
dismounted | had my sabre clatering at my side ragdull haversack on my shoulder
and carrying my carbine, it made me sweat till sweet through, runing through the
wood and brush up a steep ascent then down, wigot back to my horse | was
completely tired out, we finely started down theogite side of the mountain, we come



up Struck on to the pike again above Aldie, followdown the pike to where we had
captured the wagons, went into a field fed our é&®me new mown hay and eat a cold
bite, then started towards Centreville again, Whenwere digging the grave in the
mans dooryard they brought us out a pan of milk smhie bread. We got some ripe
pears of a tree close by, then the Sutlers givétlys cakes wine cigars tabacco and evry
thing they wanted, they felt so good at being ragagl from the rebs, it appears that the
Col. had been appraised of Mosebys taking thisitrand had layed a good plan to
recapture them with Moseby and his command, anddwaiudone it, had Lieut Manings
party not attacted the rebs, (or engaged themypav&ack to camp without encountering
any thing more at twelve O’Clock

Saturday August the11863 — got up at revelle tired and sore after [8tedll went to the
creek took a bath After cleaned my arms and washetorses back, kept moving about
untill noon got dinner then fixed up our tent somere men were sent out again forty in
all, washed some dirty cloths and cleaned up gégn&ept buisy untill water call after
that we had dress parade an inspection which wbee il was dark been a fine day

Sunday August the"21863 — very warm this morning took a good thet fining, after
duty was done Layed around in the shade as mugiosible. the boys are generaly
talking of there narrow escape in the chase dfiereébels, that being the latest to talk of
now, took my horse to the creek washed him all otteen went over to an orchard
nearby and got some apples to stew, they eat wll fat pork, had an inspection of
horse Equipments at retreat nothing more to spgdieen verry warm all day

Monday August the "3— verry warm this morning again doing nothing iiitdry line,
except camp duty, read a late paper no news ofriaapee, had a foot race go of with
couple of our boys, picked some berries for dinabgut eight hundred horses from the
front going to Washington they are warn out, wasitkxl for Color guard this eavning,
fifty six of our Regt and some infantry and Majoités Cavalry, went out again after
Moseby, been very warm day.

Tuesday Aug the™— was awake most of night, the expedition thattvoem come in just
before daylight with two Citizens as prisoners, hemme little sleep forenoon the
prisoners were taken to Gen Kings Hd. Qts., henisamand of the forces here, was
releaved from my post six O'Clock, then went outasmexpedition after Moseby again
with fifty men, mostly our Co under Comand of oueut. (Smith) Marched untill Eleven
O’Clock then was put on picket the rest of the high

Wednesday Aug the™s— fine morning. Scouring the woods for Gouriltacasionaly
would go over to the Rail Road. We finely went ioigethe Alexandria pike halted there
for a while to get breakfast Corpl Munger went ana barn found some, cooked them
with some Pork in one side of the of a split canjgeast after breakfast the first Battallion
and some of our Co. that were at Camp Windhamheretway to join the regt. they had
just passed the top of a hill two miles from wheseeat (not more than twenty minutes)
when twelve rebels shot out of the woods, tooktkeshis horses and the contents of his
wagon our Lieut. stoped till noon before he mouwbadn went back to camp when we got



to the wagon that the rebs striped, some of thes lggy some little things they did not
appear to want got to camp about five O’Clock

Thursday Aug the 6 — Sitting about camp after dus all done untill noon. just as
dinner was ready, orders came for evry one to sagiglimediately | was just fixing for a
good bean soup dinner, there was about fifty alysstarted of on a raid, went through
Centreville, started of to the right of town too&nse byroads untill we struck some
wagon tracks followed through the woods after theenhalted once or twice Sent some
men out scouting, when in the woods scoured thentcpuhrough looking for the
Guerrilla devils, some of them had taken some wadmiow Fairfax, we was sent to
head them off but could not see any of them, fineéy started up towards Fairfax got
there about eight O’Clock, found that the wholec&(Cavalry) had come down here to
establish quarters it appears Moseby was not vesgpgrous, the boys, about thirty
drove him of before he got much booty they retdukmen he had taken and one or two
of his devils | was detailed for guard tonight, veaisover some prisoners

Friday Aug the ? — fine morning not releaved from guard yet evrypasl fareing
sumtiously on the retaking of the Sutlers wagonsntacakes pies cigars etc. Some get
plenty of cloths, | got a good Cap. Making prepars to go back to Centreville,
evryone got saddled and started at eight O’Cloitkis very warm, about a mile from
where we camped we found where some rebs had sak@gon this morning, the wagon
was in the road striped of its contents some ofroan started in the woods after them
got back to Centreville at noon, layed about guaydhe prisoners untill near night finely
went over to Gen Kings Hd. Qts. with them was theleased from duty then went to
work fixing up a shelter tent, some of the boys giokles cheese cakes wine and in fact
evry thing good in the eating line | am tired amekepy tonight had very little sleep for
four nights

Saturday Aug the"™8— fine morning feel somewhat unwell Got a severadache doing
regular camp duty went to the creek and took mathy one is fixing up a little is all that
IS going on in camp. eat some bean soup for dinmes another detachment of men sent
from our Co to night retired feeling rather unwélkken warm today

Sunday Aug the ' — very warm morning gets cooler as the day wavesyafrom a
refreshing breeze evry thing is quiet about car@beaning up for inspection afternoon
our Capt is with us again and most of the Co agettter, there has been some change in
Squadron Comanders had fresh beef for dinner, Inggection at five O’Clock,
(mounted) nothing prove of importance retired affetting my fill of salt pork and hard
tack and smoking a cigar

Monday Aug the 10 — rather warm morning there is a breeze springasuppe day wares
away making it more comfortable had a short dhiis tmorning nothing more done other
than regular camp duty during the day receavetter iecom Father

Tuesday Aug the 11— had a drill forenoon knocked around doing naghofimportance
more than writing a letter to Father. Just at @aynvas ordered out twenty nine of us



under Capt. Adams in Comand. Started on a scont ted~airfax Station halted there a
few minutes then crossed the Rail Road and went on

Wednesday Aug the 12— fine morning was scouring the country all thghtiafter
guerrillas got tangled in a lot of tree tops omeetilast night had quite a time getting out.
we went passed some old fortifications and wintertgrs on the bank of Bull Run quite
a Comanding place, we crossed Bull Run went upribentain went through the country
by various roads, stoped in an old apple Orchagetmur breakfast. Cooked our coffee
as that was all most any of us had to eat or drihite there, our pickets, or one of them
that was post on a hill near by saw a reb, whew, tiigeut Smith) and him started after
him and caught him. He was a young and fine lopkellow. After we got a little rest
started on again, went back across Bull Run theegalace, Stoped on the hill near the
fortifications a short time, it was very hot, Ligbinith was taken very sick with the heat,
| tended the best | could he soon got better stdvéek for camp using our prisoner as a
guide, went back through to Union Mills on the raibad and crossed there is a lot of
Infantry posted near, got back to camp just akestr Took care of my horse and turned
in.

Thursday Aug the 13 — raining morning rained coaisblle last night after roll call was
ordered to report to Lieut Brown regimental quaraster with six men for wagon guard
to Fairfax Station, When there helpt to load thgeves and returned the cars was loaded
with conscripts to the font, the paymaster cameawuthe cars, we got of and back to
camp just as they Comenced paying of, at or neaet®’Clock got our pay for the first
time my pay amounted to $33.70 which was up to ftre¢ of July been wet and
disagreable day, Evry one appears joyfull sinceaeing there money

Friday Aug the 1% — fine morning, had a Sabre exercise after moroamgp duty was
over Cleaning up arms a fixing tent so that theerioon pased of with out hardly
knowing it detailed on stable guard this eavnirmpdtpost until ten O’Clock

Saturday August the 15 — fine morning rather unwahe stable duty and layed down,
there was a horse race for two hundred dollarbetween two men in L Co drawing
rations for an other raid (three days) | am verwelh but going nevertheless. Could
hardly stand up when ordered to lead out, if itemeot for my horse, feel at home in the
saddle, traveled most of the night before haltsigped in front of a little house, formed
platoons and dismounted held our horses by théebaind layed down

Sunday August the 16 — warm morning Cooked somd arehcoffee before we started
went over to the RR crossed and halted a short timthe woods had a short Knap,
recrossed the Rail Road went towards Leesburghqgfatie detachment went over to
Dranesville, the rest of us stoped in a field reeapbuse fed our horses and got something
for ourselves. Went to the house got some bre@ili€er green corn & green beans had
fine dinner, After resting about two hours went doavound by Gum Springs and within
five or six miles of Leesburgh looking for Whiteem they him and Moseby have joined
forces, took one of his men. he said that ondéeint (?) captured one of our pickets this
morn, he caught them asleep, they were Co. L. Masswe camped in the woods Eight



miles from Leesburgh, it was a fine place to cangome of our boys went to a milk
house near-by and got some milk Butter etc., then@amle an old darkie bring us a load
of hay for our horses after feeding we layed down

Monday August the 17 — fine morning, went down tlglo the woods. Searched some
houses near the creek halted by an old Church ¢timea@d all come together. We then
went over on the pike halted for a spell. Capt Beitt was ordered up the pike towards
Aldie with one platoon of us to scout around adittWhen near Aldie we saw fifteen or
twenty Rebs come up over the hill. We startedrattem at full speed, drove them
across the Creek through a strip of woods, thefowed them brought up against a fence
one of them letting it down they fired a volleyust we returned it and followed them up,
after we got in the open field we kept nearing theéaptured two while going up the hill,
they was making for the woods on the hill. Somé¢heim, and some went over towards
the pike, when they got to the fence near the waeglsvas to close on them to let the
fence down. So they left there horses jumped¢hed and got of in the woods, we got
oneina ----- close to where they went throughfémee. When going up the hill I had to
dismount When half way up my horse give out | took carbine and went up at double
quick on foot then got up before some did that wasinted, After | got up on the hill
Sergeant Passage and me went in to a big housewlesrthere and searched through it
for Rebs. but found none there was no casueattiesather side, we took three
prisoners, six horses and equipment, our Capt daarepted us highly for our bravery,
but thought we did not act much like soldiers iatedng about So after looking about a
little we went back to the Colum there was anottetachment sent out but saw nothing.
We finly near night went down the pike towards cammglted in the road sent in a guard
with the horses that was sore footed and prisotieesComand then turned back up the
pike aways then went of to the right over in aditef new mown hay and camped about
eleven O'Clock

Tuesday August the 18 — warm morning, Started foamp at sun rise, some pickets
brought in an old doctor and a boy as prisoners they were released on finding out
business. We went down near where we stoped naar &prings, halted in an orchard
had plenty of Apples cooked green corn a coffeee 38bn se a colum of troops coming
the Col had us formed in line of Battle on the,hle all thought sure we were going to
have a fight with old White, but when they comefapnd it to be Major Thompson with
the rest of the Brigade from Centreville, we weatlbin the orchard, after a short rest we
all started for Leesburgh When near there, weetlah the woods sent a small force in
town while the rest of us remained in woods ousight, they soon returned finding no
force there we then struck across the country tdsvBull Run Mountains. got up on the
summit, had a fine view of evrything for miles andu Struck through the woods down
on to the road the colum halted, the advance g@bwias one of them) was sent up the
road on a scout up in mountains, went up to therrpiie leading from Leesburgh saw a
great many tracks as though a large body of Cavsiy went up we returned to the
Comand then started up the road over the mountawards Ashbys Gap We camped in
the road about twelve O’Clock. Where there waargd barn on one side and a house on
the other, the barn provided provender for our é®isut the boys could not make the
respond. | was looking around considerable foiila house but after | found it they had



a guard on at the door. | went in the rear comgnoelermining the foundation but it
was to much of a job and I give it up so | wentkband layed down

Wednesday August the 19 — got up at three O’Clbelgrisoner got away last night with
a horse started on through the woods crossed a ek went up the road in the
mountains found where the rebels camped in the eflgewoods and corn field, last
night we scoured the woods a little then went ia torn field fed our horses cooked
some coffee and meat just at sun rise after wealisted saw some rebel pickets about
half mile of they would ride up examine our fordeen put back, we sent out some
skirmishers they exchanged shots with them butrmeohit. We took six rebs after we eat
breakfast went back struck the pike above Aldie werdt down to the old church where
we had the fight with Moseby. Some of our men waat of to the right of the pike
after we left Aldie, we had been resting about aaorhwhen we heard firing and they
were retreating in towards the main colum we ali igoour saddles, except a few to
guard the prisoners, thought to get in there reaithey got of into the mountains ahead
of us, found could not get a fight out of themuraed back to the church. Went to a
house nearby had some talk with a Sesech lady ssegiving the boys and all Union
Soldiers the duce, and they keeping her busy altithe baking bread and paying her a
big price for it. She said there was no pork & tieighborhood, and the last she heard of
sold for a dollar and a half per Ib, it is quite wimg to her talk, we finely started for
Centreville about four O’Clock When we got withimd miles of Camp the Capt sent me
two other Corporals and two privates to search asédor Government property, we
went over found it vacant, an old negro was neeretlttiold us of a place near there that
some one a half mile from there that was reb, e but no one was to be seen but an
old sick man We then went to an other house stgpédome pie and milk, then started
for the Colum and got lost, finely got back to Gemutlle about ten O’Clock they all
thought us taken by the rebels

Thursday August the 20 — fine morning myself Cogt®rMunger & Haskins was
ordered under arrest for not obeying orders mooenptly yesterday Corporal Haskin
was in fault | urged them to return to the coluimediately after going to the first house
Laying about in the shade doing no duty playingdsamost of the day all the men
patronize the Sutler pretty well and pay the highasd of prices for evrything been
rather warm most of the day

Friday August the 211863 — verry warm morning siting about the quartemiting
patiently to hear what the Capt is going to do wighplaying cards some to while away
the hours bought some little extras have to pasetpeces for evry thing you want. the
Capt ordered us three Corporals to report to mt tee told us when he arrested us he
intended to brake evryone of us, but as we newsabdiyed an order before and that we
was such good men he concluded he could not te itepremanded us and praised us at
the same time, he ordered us back to duty. Haghivis all the blame on himself. |
cleaned up my pistol and sabre took a bath andilalgeut the tent the rest of the day

Saturday August the 32— sitting about the quarters going nothing but gatty, had
sabre drill forenoon Carbine drill afternoon no sewf importance. Went up to



Centreville bought a new hat for three and a hallfodéen warm day

Sunday August the #3- fine morning doing camp duty rather unwell dw tlysentarie
evryone in camp most has got it fixing up for inspeEn afternoon, was detailed for guard
at six O'Clock, was not out at inspection, moungeard at the apointed time was on the
first releaf two hours on and four off two rebsthe guard house some of the pickets
catched them last night it is tiresome sitting aliba guard tent

Monday August the 241863 — fine morning slept but little last nighttisig about the
guard tent most of the time, took some prisonedsduy a sink. | had to tie one up by
the rists to a tree for not obeying orders, newsedn camp of some of Mosebys men
attacting our men that went to town with horse8inkj two of our men taking several
prisoners and all the horses they were returnirig,wnost of the force in camp started in
pursuit of the rebels, left camp just at sun dowteaved from guard at six O’'Clock

Tuesday August the 351863 — plesant morning sitting about camp, madsthal men
being of after Moseby, Sergt Varnum was one ofkilled, one of the hundred was the
other. the attact was made just below Fairfax @att of the command returned but saw
no rebs, eat considerable of Sutlers trash tod=sn plesant day

Wednesday August the 26 — one of the rebs thaton@mgght in wounded at Fairfax has
died our boys done splendid in the fight news ctongamp of our Capt getting deranged
while out and leaving the Command. Caused | supgsover exertion, the rebs only
got two of our boys prisoners after all both fronC& the Command has all got in except
our co. they are in search of our Capt, he conadne all bruised and scratched up, that
is a bad blow on Co. F.

Thursday August the 27 — fine morning evryone ikitg over the Capt Emory and the
fight with Moseby, who acted brave and who did noty Lieut is sick, takening
everything through our Co is in a bad fix, theraaigood many sick in camp with the
dysentarie, the Capt is no better News from Chinhegood battering away at Sumter,
rather warm day

Friday August the 28 — fine morning doing camp duthts getting cooler, Col Lowel is
undergoing a military trial for not sending a sciént Escort with the horses that was
taken by Moseby, they report Moseby badly woundetthe time, Lowell is in tow, our
Capt has gone to the asylum, all goes of well mga

Saturday August the 29 — cloudy and a little rajoyup at three O’Clock to get ready for
another raid, took two days rations and startedua ©’Clock down the pike towards
fairfax turned of and went over to Vienna stopeer¢ha short time, then followed the
Orange & Alexandra R. R. up to Thornton and HatongStations, stoped at the latter
place four or five hours. Started on again towa@sp a beautiful night for marching
the moon shining bright, got to camp at twelve @€k fed my horse and turned in

Sunday August the 80- doing nothing more than camp duty today verpgéat day



Monday August the 31— Cleaning up for inspection, this is muster daws evry one
has to be presant to get there pay when the pagmasnes. Major Forbes is examining
one of Co D’s men, pistol come near getting shohaseld it up for inspection he in
cocking it put his finger on the triger, it went afd the ball passed through the Major’'s
cap visor, wrote a letter to Cyrus Roberts, beBneaday

Tuesday Sept the®11863 — Plesant morning at work doing camp duty $elore drill

very few turned out, have a Capt acting in DeMexrjilace by the name of rice he
appears a fine man Lieut. Smith is still sick, lzadorder read out at roll call reducing
Cpl Harkins (Corporal) to the ranks for disobeyaguperior officer also that tomorrow
will be Election day for state officers in Califeanthat poles will be opened at Major
Thompsons Hdquarters for all Californians to vetas detailed for Stable guard tonight.

Wednesday Sept thé21863 — attended stable duty this morning wenheopoles and
voted for F. F. Low and the ballance of the tickghight, most of the men voted this
same ticket evry thing went of quiet all seemed wigased to have a chance to vote for
our state officers. Two squadrons of the commaorego do picket duty at the Point of
Rocks on the Potomac, Our Co returned from dutli@aChain Bridge was releaved from
stable guard at retreat been fine day

Thursday Sept the 31863 — fine morning sitting about doing very éttdluty, all enjoy
ourselves well have plenty to eat of evrything farsnkeep the camp well supplied with
evrything

Friday Sept the"21863 — fine morning had Sabre drill this morniirgtfthing, two men
died in the hospital last night very sickly in camgw, had a drill afternoon. Moving in
to tents in the opposite side of the picket lingpé&e to pitch two tents

Saturday Sept the"51863 — plesant slept in the new quarter last nigjtere is most to
many gray backs to suit me, think | will change rgrs, fixing up for dress parade
afternoon, on parade the Ajdt read an order appgir€apt. Rice our Co Commander,
and DeMerritt was assigned to Co “I” bought a metert took a bath and cleaned up
generally, was detailed for stable guard tonight

Sunday Sept the61863 — had reveille early this morning two Corp®r& fourteen

privates from F Co. and thirty from different Cstarted just after reveille on a scout,
under Capt Rice took three days rations went dwerugh Gum Springs struck the road
to Leesburgh | was in the advance guard met a geod/ negros going, one black fellow
told us that Major White with twelve men was in Ebargh we expect to have some fun,
stoped at and apple orchard where we stoped orfoeebavaited for the command to
come up was about two miles ahead with the advgoneed, Went through Leesburgh
very quietly evryone appeared to be just cominghf©hurch, just after passing through
town saw three rebs skedadling furiously but th@tGeould not let us run our horses
after them about two miles from town we found oagng drunk under a tree and his
horse feeding by him he had no arms on, we wentoupim took, he appeared quite
impertinant at first. | spoke a few rough wordshtm he concluded to be quiet we went
along lesurely down to the river crossed over oWoites Island and camped for the



night, had plenty of Green Corn been a plesant day

Monday Sept the"71863 — fine morning had a shower of rain last nigbt up at three
O’Clock cooked coffee and meat that with bread sowie butter made quite a breakfast,
after which we crossed over to Maryland side fokowdown the Canal, would go over
on all the Islands in the River searching for Cabénd Goods stoped at Edwards Ferry a
short time, got some bread and meat of a canal fooatinner, There is a good many
Canal boats runing now they have escorts with th&fent on down to Seneca got some
bread and have these, followed on for three milessed in a culvert went up on the hill
by an old Scotch ----- and camped for the nightm8mf the men got some Whiskey at
Seneca Lock, got drunk and two or three of them &dayht with one other men no
damage done much our boys wanted to go in and aayeneral time with them and
would if it was not for showing respect to the Cagiter | took care of my horse | soon
went to sleep

Tuesday Sept the™81863 — Cloudy morning started early struck on ribeed that runs
over the Washington Viaduct, followed it down todlhBridge, crossed went over on to
arlington heights stoped there for a short timeGapt making preparations for getting us
some Breakfast, we went over to Fort Langly, trd¥exw one days rations rested for four
hours then started for Centreville, | was in chasfjithe advance guard we expect to meet
Lieut. Williams with twenty or thirty men, (one &loseby officers) but went to camp
with out any trouble got there just before retreat.

Wednesday Sept the 9 — fine morning bustling albtaaning up my arms writing some
& doing camp duty among all

Thursday Sept the 101863 — plesant morning, doing regular camp dutyexcort was
sent down to Fairfax Station for the paymastetattitwice during the day the paymaster
came in camp about four O’Clock, we was drawednuline with arms on for two hours
waiting for pay, evry one felt merry after beingdgaand gambling was verry prevalant
also, was detailed for stable guard been a fine day

Friday Sept the 11863 — fine morning, doing stable duty that isyviéght, not many
horses on the line, eat verry little U.S. grubglprincaply on sutlers trash some of the
men have got broke gambling already releaved framardy this eavning, done some
writing today it has been rather warm

Saturday Sept the 121863 — fine morning was detailed to do fatigueydaibout the
guarters Cutting up and cleaning away old logdretm around the tents took one of the
men to the guard house by order of Sergt. Thompa@s detailed for stable guard again
tonight, evry Corporal in the Co is on duty nownsathis eavning

Sunday Sept the 131863 — fine morning, divine service to be held¢amp today at ten
O’Clock, doing duty is all of note did not attenti@ch, was releaved from guard at Six
O’Clock



Monday Sept the 141863 — fine morning had drill on foot. Saddledand took one
days rations expecting to go on a scout but retlutoequarters after going out on the
parade ground, been a fine day Cant think whatwpeaet going out the way we did.

Tuesday Sept the T'5- had orders to have evry thing ready to leavepcstmike tents etc.
one Battallions of us is going of to do duty sonieeve, got evrything ready to start by
Nine O’Clock we took the pike towards Washingtomtvalong lesurely halted several
times for the wagons to catch up got to long Bridgesundown stoped a few minutes
then crossed over to Washington Went to the Gurent stables some of us turned in
our horses then marched up to the Soldiers reledifgat supper | felt very sick Layed
down in the quarters for the night. Capt Reed tblkel men he wanted them to keep
straight, he would let them go where they plea$¢ldely would be there in the morning
by eight O’Clock, and allowed them great privelages

Wednesday Sept the "16 feel very bad this morning several of the mendaunk about

town, they abused Capt Reed out and out, afterdfliowving them such privilages, then
to get drunk is very wrong | went to a hotel and Igeeakfast eat very little, after which
we got in the cars rode down to the Governmentl&adnd waited there untill the men
colected together then drew our horses There was tbr four of our boys pretty drunk,
we finely got started after waiting for the teanm@ame went through town out to
Georgetown, went out the pike towards Rockville @ath about eight miles from
Georgetown feel very sick, made my bed in one efwtagons, with our bugler Ed Irving

Thursday Sept the 17 — feel rather bad this morggtg riding in the wagon let a man

have my horse to lead it is very rough riding fosiek passed through rockville turned

down towards the River from there and on a roughdreure went passed Anfords
Crossroads and down to the bank of the river, htetdWhite had just crossed over with
a hundred and fifty men, that Gen Heintzleman was$ ahead of him with a hundred

men, Capt Reed concluded to camp for the night evher stoped (at Muddy Branch) or

near there, they say the rebels are just the stterof the river, the wagons were all sent
down in the hollow and the men was camped on tige efl the woods evry one expects
an attact before morning. | am still with the wagofeel some better, it comenced
raining very hard just at dark.

Friday Sept the 18 — rainy windy & cold, evry oheught to have a brush with White,
but not a reb to be seen this morning fussed abwotiit Seven O’Clock, then went on
again Where and what way we went | don’t know #sylsick in the wagon, after we
crossed some little creek | got out walked up B Wwént in a house asked a lady to give
me something to eat she very kindly brought a pphigreen corn bacon baked apple and
green beans, | could eat nothing but the apple w&hed take no pay, | got in the wagon
again and the next place we brought up was in tidellesnof some little swollen stream,
and there we stuck the horses not being able taupudut, we stoped there for the night,
the bugler and me

Saturday Sept the £9- fine this morning, had the wagon pulled back gatlit out, it
had run against a large rock, the creek is lowisr iorning. | made some tea we had



some bread butter and tea for breakfast. Theyeguhe wagon up on the hill stoped
there a short time then went up the road to Seaadacamped at the same place our old
camp was last summer

Sunday Sept the J0- plesant morning feel rather bad evry one isybiriscamp fixing

up got my horse again Cleaned him, think this idla permanent camping place for a
while there is some little black fellows bringssome biscuit and eggs giving us a chance
to live well if we have money my appetite is to ptmeat much some of our co are down
to the Canal unloading a boat and doing picket, after dark evry one was aroused by
the picket fireing (Co F) what was in camp wasaalt on the hill with there carbines
ready to meet what was coming. Capt McKendry wasagth this Co. on coming up to
the picket it scared him so he thought it was feld and run in to camp and fired quite
stiring times for a few minutes all retired quiet, harm done

Monday Sept 21 1863 — fine morning heavy frost last night evrgthiis all bustle the
order is to brake camp and move down to the Cavelpacked up evrything for a move,
those that were not able to ride on horseback, itlee wagons | was one of them, went
down to the Canal unloaded the wagons of forageganh, put in the tents and camp
fixtures then the wagons with the sick started soi@etown, those that were for duty
stoped at the canal, | went with the wagons, werrifords Crossroads and bivoucked,
there is Eighteen of us in all, after we stopedehtwto the Grocer got some cheese and
cakes eat a little then went to bed four Cos ofttSddine hundred are doing pickett duty
here

Tuesday Sept the #21863 — fine morning feel very well got up beforensse got
breakfast started about seven O’Clock | got on ®apt’s horse and tried riding a spell,
left my horse with Lieut. O’'Phillips of co. G. gt Georgetown about one O’Clock had
some trouble about finding a place to stop andhpiénts our Sergeant appeared very
much puzled I finly suggested to him about goingkban the road a ways he concluded
best, so we went about two miles and camped iresapt place pitched two tents for
comfort, and unloaded the wagons We had not beeg here when Capt Rice Lieut
Smith & Major Thompson came out in an ambulancenftbe city feel unwell again this
eavning. Some of the soldiers stationed at thé gmse to see us and was quite intimate
and ----- friendly they brought us some soft breem invited us to go over to their
guarters to get supper the officers stoped fontgbkt with us

Wednesday Sept the 23, 1863 - fine morning the Magnt down to the Canal where
the command is, we have to move back with the Gbsstme time today got all ready to
start when the teams came back from Washington eteofy at three O’Clock the

Sergeant and teams are to stop for the night thieofeus with two wagons went on.
Stoped at Anfords Crossroads, pitched two Siblystand the Docts tent | think we will
make this a permanant camp for a while feel --toright got two letters from California
one from home.

Thursday Sept the 241863 - fine morning feel very bad the Doct tells to keep quiet
today he give me some medicine to take wrote arlétt Father, went to the grocery



bought some cakes and cheese. The other teamsicabeut noon the Doct & Major
went down to the canal, laying about waiting foders, the teamsters had lots of
Chickens & Turkeys to eat, | eat with them beema flay

Friday Sept the 25— fine morning rather cold and frosty last nightirsg about the
guarters most of the day the ambulance come frencdhal the driver brought orders for
us to move again tomorrow took Supper at a houskeeaCrossroads eat very little feel
unwell

Saturday Sept the 261863 — fine morning striking tents and packingtapstart again
got started at eight O’Clock | rode Capt Rice’sdeokVhen at Senaca got some biscuit
The Flour Mill Burned there day before yesterdayot to where our boys were doing
picket duty Middle the afternoon one of our boys lzafight with one of Scotts (900)
about some foolish thing or other Whiskey was tlmstao to with it No serious damage
done Went back to where the wagons were whereampawill be help put up a tent to
sleep in tonight been a fine day

Sunday Sept 271863 — fine morning was detailed to go down to kitegton with Sergt
Morrison took in a paroled prisoner, the prisonad ane went in on a Canal boat
Morrison went on horse back, going along verry tey Chatting with the prisoner, we
went to slept and got our meals on the boat

Monday Sept 28 1863 — foggy this morning woke up and found mygelGeorgetown
Got in a horse car went to Washington, got a shavereakfast then went to Gen
Heintzlemans Headquarters delivered up the prisothen had to take him to Capt Lo—
ds, the Provost Marshals then was releaved ofdihigt went to Gen Riplys Hd Qts done
some business for Capt Rice then done some busipnessiyself then looked for
Morrison, saw Lieut Brown our regimental quartertease give me directions to find
him, found him run about with him untill night helgh him out with his business some,
then went to Hopkins Restaurant for supper, afteickv we played a few games of
Billiards and retired at the Avnue House.

Tuesday Sept the 291863 — fine morning got up rather late, eat brasikft half past
eight then helped Sergt. Morreson with his busiresgnt to the Medical dept had a
requisition of hospital stores filled, then wentttee U.S. Storehouse got some Co F
Stores had them taken down to a canal boat, theketbup Morrison got dinner then
bought some more little traps and went to the bleatcome down with the mail, went
back to town | come on with the boat We went upG@a@al about three miles tied up for
the night | went up to a house got some supper Weanrt aboard the boat and turned in
under the shelter sheet

Wednesday Sept the 30 — Cold and foggy mornindhtie started about three O’Clock
A.M. | got up about seven O’Clock got some breatkéasthe boat wrote some letters and
read the paper some & got to Seneca lock wher¢etimas were waiting for us loaded
them and went to camp with them found evrythingutlas | left, been plesant day



Thursday, Oct the®11863 — Slept with Sergt Passage will continue dgehhim as a
Mess Mate got my horse back give the boys whag Igtuf things | bought for them in
town, My saddle and traps were scatered about c@oyd not find them, acted as
Orderly Sergeant today been plesant

Friday Oct the ¥ 1863 — fine morning went down to the canal tosgehe cloths | left to
get washed got back Sergeant Passage and me weooltolle with the Major & Doct.
as Orderlies Stoped little most night then returned

Saturday Oct the'31863 — rainy this morning feel rather unwell, wamthe Doct for the
first time put on light duty, got some medicine wpste sick after taking it abed all the
afternoon

Sunday Oct the"™1863 — plesant morning attended Sick Call of dakgning medicine

Monday Oct the 8 — plesant abed most of the day the boys have femming
considerable lately much to the adjoining farmassatisfaction, there is three farmers in
camp entering complaint to the Major | know | seing very fine chicken they caught,
feel verry sick this eavning

Tuesday Oct the"™8— Some better this morning had very little slezst hight everything
is quiet in camp

Wednesday Oct the™71863 — fine morning rained considerable last nigim some
better this morning siting about the tent all day\eery little since | have been sick, news
come up from the picket that some Rebels triedréss; they fired on them and drove
them back.

Thursday Oct the"8— Cold but otherwise plesant Some better, havedenate appetite,
the Doct just come in from Washington.

Friday Oct the § 1863 — plesant morning feel some better attendek Gall the Doct
gave me some medicine, put me on light duty theeens to be some trouble among the
farmers in the neighborhood there was six of thengamp making complaints to the
Major, they say there chickens and turkeys arebtesligreatly of late, and blame the
Soldiers from visiting the hen roosts. There isdoabt Soldiers are fond of poultry and
have considerable of it lately, but they say they i, been fine day

Saturday Oct the 101863 — plesant morning feel rather unwell, werth® Doct he give
me some medicine, eat a very little breakfast mosleout camp a little done no duty
having beautiful weather, all are enjoying ourselwell under circumstances have plenty
to eat and no great site of duty

Sunday Oct the 11th 1863 — Some better took sontcme this morning again put on
some clean cloths and brushed up a little verytgoieamp all day no news plesant all
day



Monday Oct the 12 1863 — am a great site better will be doing regdlaty soon, took
some more medicine Cleaning up my saddle and dogght some little notions to eat.
The chances to live well is good as long as morwgshout, buy pies evry day but far
from being such ones as we would get at home béeawatiful day.

Tuesday Oct the 181863 — Attended Sick Call was marked for lightydadbmmenced
by taking care of my horse was moving about carhgagl plesant day

Wednesday Oct the 141863 — plesant morning doing duty about camp, mpwbout
camp considerable we hear heavy firing of towardsr@dhton from appearances Gen
Meade is falling back and is following up we aregaving the Potomac Army our best
wishes, and should like to be with them There eagspeculations in respect to the result
Nothing going on in camp unusual Was detailed ablstGuard

Thursday Oct the 151863 — foggy morning the firing was not so heasyyasterday.
Some think we will be attacked here | think it i®n@ imagination than anything else.
Our Regt has moved from Centreville to Vienna tdldowinter quarters. They are
packing up all our Co’s property and sending itdan firing is heavy this afternoon
again hear nothing diffinate as to the result walsaved from stable guard at Seven
O’Clock

Friday Oct the 18 1863 — Cloudy dull and foggy this morning. Comehcaining about
eight O'Clock rained verry hard the firing has eglif ceased was detailed to releave
Corpl Thayer on Camp guard he is going on picKetvas releaved from guard at four
O’Clock, there is some excitement in camp aboutréhels being on the other side of the
town wet all day.

Saturday Oct the 171863 — Splendid morning doing duty about campimgtjuite well
again, have a splendid appetite detailed for gaayain fixing up to mount guard had
charge of the third releaf have eight post

Sunday Oct the 18, 1863 — fine morning got verelisleep last night, went up to
Edwards’ Ferry once, to look for anything that niglke going on in that division all was
quiet. All the horses were saddled in camp laghthwas releaved from guard at four
O’Clock fixed up a little about the tent, feel ratrunwell again, boots and saddles were
sounded again after retreat

Monday Oct the 19 1863 — fine morning got the Chronic diariah misenyme, no news
of importance been plesant all day.

Tuesday Oct the 201863 — Splendid morning, sitting about the teNews from Gen
Meade is encouraging he appears to have defeatednLall of his plans. Sergeant
Passage Williams Corporal Cossell and me went @wut a bee tree but it proved a
failure no honey to be found got to camp just a®at sounded



Wednesday Oct the 211863 — plesant morning, fussing about camp littfthe most
trouble we have is cooking our own grub was dedafite guard was on the third releaf,
heard that Rosecranse was releaved from Commanat Gikees command of the whol
Southern army been fine all day.

Thursday Oct the 22— plesant morning slept little last night feel wethis morning Sit
about the guard tent most the forenoon, was ddtfolePicket on the River was releaved
from Camp guard by Corporal Cossell, do not feelweell this afternoon went to the
picket post at four O'Clock been a fine day

Friday Oct the 24 1863 — had a fine rest last night the duty is Vaglt here have to
picket the ford ferry the Soldiers across the Camalpatrol and mail carrier been a fine
day but rather cold nights

Saturday Oct the 24 — raining some this morningdGuid disagreeable hovering about
the fire Sergt Passage and me mess together vwadoget fine they talk of moving camp
two of the boys went after a hog last night butmid get him

Sunday Oct the 251863 — Cold morning got up at sunrise Cookedkiesa after which

| took a ride in among the farmers bought someebwthd cabbage had a chat with the
lady returned to camp just at eavning. Some ofntkee on the other side got drunk and
guarling among themselves. | had to go over amg kbem quiet for the night they was
talking of shooting but | made think it was all sense to talk that way

Tuesday Oct the 371863 — very cold and frosty last night Slept véttle layed down
by the campfire would warm on one side and freezéhe other kept turning over often
the Corporal that belongs on this post come bablrsthree of our Co men come from
the hospital to join the Co last night Nothing nigwe day

Wednesday Oct the 28 1863 — very heavy frost lgttrCold this morning we manage
to get out a little after sunrise went to Camp Wititomas Leach, in going over the parade
ground we let our horses run pretty fast, the Magwv us and ordered us under arrest
After we were arrested | went to the Major expldinke matter to him he told me the
rules of riding about camp he then ordered me selaand Thomas to stay in the guard
house till I got ready to go back when we went bekgoys laughed at us considerable
been splendid day

Thursday Oct the 281863 — plesant morning nothing new in camp. Sofrthe boys
went out a foraging and brought in considerabldtppiihey had plenty of whiskey on at
the time, got on the boat that brought grub ouinfi@ashington one of our boys got very
drunk they are straight enough today been fine day

Friday Oct the 30 — plesant morning had a fine ifeest had chicken a plenty There is
quite stiring times as about foraging in camp, e $alking Soldiers will live well they

will have the best the country affords had onewfmen tied up by the thumbs in camp
for not obeying orders The boys are feeling vergdyagain from the affects of Whiskey.



Wrote two letters one to Banc of Washington theeptb Cyrus Roberts

Saturday Oct the 31sat — rainy, whiskey is run tbet boys are huddling around the
campfire. They feel rather large headed took a ugd to camp Wrote a letter to Father
the Sergeant and two men went out to dine todayt ¥eecamp and got mustered in as
this is Muster day very muddy

Sunday Nov the®11863 — fine morning the Sergeant went up to camipytto have us
stay here for five days more. took a ride out agnthe farmers on a kind of a pleasure
trip bought some Butter and cabbage had quite tiveitta an old gentleman that invited
me in his house got back just in time to get supget a paper from California. No
news, important

Monday Nov the ' 1863 — plesant morning the Sergt and me took camehrebuilt our
shelter tent, fixed it up in very good shape. &t tve will sleep more comfortable, the
men on the other side of the canal killed a finefb8ent us a hind quarter which is very
nice been plesant day

Tuesday Nov the'31863 — had a splendid sleep last night and goed foe breakfast
We are to be relaved this eavning parts of thremg@amys of our (Cal) Battalion, come
from Vienna, to do provost duty Election day at diféerent precints in this country. We
are going to Rockville (our Co) received a letteni Father got everything fixed to start
tomorrow morning at two O’Clock.

Wednesday Nov the"™41863 — got started for Rockville half past twahex cold riding
so soon in the morning. The moon shines brightingait plesant went via Seneca got to
Rockville at eight O’'Clock Capt Reed of the Cal tdred was in Command. just before
going into town he had the men form in line, asksdvery gentlemanly for to carry
ourselves straight not to get to drinking, and winat duty would be there was twenty
seven men nine non-comishoned officers dividedhied releafs one releaf posted the
other two about the Court House everything werdueét no disturbance during the day.
The Copperheads did not like the idea of havingli®ad about the poles the place will
undoubtedly go Copperhead been a fine day and edhjoyself well for a Soldier

Thursday Nov the 1863 — had but little sleep last night there was or three men
going about town making considerable noise butr@disturbance, aroused once by the
cry of the picket firing all hands flew to therares and once by the cry of fire, but both
alarms turned to be nothing dangers got evrytheagly and started of at eight O’'Clock
for camp went along moderately and a different rtbeath the one we come, arrived at
camp half past two, the boys (some of them) acéter unruly coming home, because
Capt Reed went head of the colum and there wastbalprderly Sergt in charge, been
splendid day

Friday Nov the B 1863 — fine morning cleaned my horse early theer dfreakfast
cleaned up for inspection at ten O’Clock, the Lipast an inventory of all arms in the
company evry man had to turn out, was detailecbtorgpicket again at the same post as



before went to the post with eight others at tw&Clotk Lance Sergt Munger was in
charge fixed up for the night very well receivestrer Sac Union been fine day no news

Saturday Nov the"71863 — very windy sitting about doing nothing mtan visiting a
little went on duty at Nine O’Clock only have onesp releave evry two hours evrything
goes of well

Sunday Nov the '8 1863 — fine morning had but little sleep last migbing very little
today, no news releaved from duty at three O’ClogkCorporal Marsh Cold and windy
this eavning

Monday Nov the 8 1863 — very cold last night doing some little wmit, have very little
to do all goes of well been rather a cold day

Tuesday Nov the 191863 — very cold last night most of our troublesvrare getting
grub ready for Mastication, on duty again this eagrbeen cold and windy all day

Wednesday Nov the Hrather cold last night, rolled up in my blanketidayed down
before the fire to keep warm most of the nighter¢his some excitement among the
officers about our Battallion being transferred @it the Regt report says Major
Thompson is under arrest as an inplicator, Majoh€&® is in Command, Thompson
being ordered to Washington Forbes had severaluofneen up quizing them on the
subject but got no satisfaction the opinion is wi# e transfered, hear that Capt De
Merritt is getting well went up to camp just at down no news

Thursday Nov the 121863 — fine morning we will be releived this eagigetting my
things ready for to go to camp Sergt Thompson Qatpdossell came down to se us the
picket come down and we were releaved at three @lCtook care of my horse and
answered to roll call, then turned in

Friday Nov the 1% 1863 — all in camp was roused up last night, satitiorses and
prepared for a fight. Come to find out of the alait was some ten or twelve rebs
crossed the river and attacted a canal boat rala#dts contents and took two of our men
that were patroling the toepath, after we foundrdh@as no chance for a fight we
unsaddled and went back to bed, got up at theae¢jate done regular camp duty, after
that six of us Sergeant Passage Thompson Corposel and myself privates Leach
and Pendill got passes for the day we went up tor@is Ford crossed the river and
scouted around through the country considerable aerund Lessburgh of through the
Mts but saw nothing strang eat dinner about twesiitom Leesburgh | give the Lady a
dollar for six of us. We crossed Goose Creek leyriill, finely returned the way we
come got to camp at midnight

Saturday Nov the 141863 — fine morning feel rather drowsey after|thvey ride we had
yesterday Major Thompson is back in command agairwhs not under arrest Lieut
Welsh is back with Co again our trip yesterday anted to nothing Comenced raining
this eavning



Sunday Nov the 151863 — very wet rained hard last night disagrealblll noon was
detailed for guard mounted at four O’Clock | had #econd releaf making preparations
to move camp tomorrow evrything has to be readgigit O’Clock A.M.

Monday Nov the 18 1863 — plesant morning evrything is on the moveamp this
morning, | brought in all the pickets at eight QdCk, teams and all got of at nine, went
through Seneca up in the woods just back of thekbtmuse from the canal on the bank
of Muddy Branch Run, here we stoped for | supposkuild our winter quarters a very
plesant looking place was on guard untill six O'€@ut up a guard tent before | was
relieved

Tuesday Nov the 171863 — fine morning fussing about a little and doing much of
importance thirteen of us went out with Lieut Wethbmounted going up the canal on a
boat to watch for some rebels got on the boat aadienour beds down and went to sleep

Wednesday Nov the 18, 1863 — fine morning and wkewp to find ourselves fooled
nicely instead of hunting rebs we are to load & kot hay here at Youngs Landing the
boys disliked it being fooled the way we were beeaat retreat told us that we were
going to watch for some rebs that was going toscthe river, and wanted to know how
many volunteers would go from F. Co. and he gofdliswumber, after most the men had
worked hard all day before too, but if we had beetailed or even told us what he
wanted of us it would of been different, that hetshim out on us Co. F. boys fooling the
men of his own Co is a very mean trick The boat lwaded (but | never touched a bale
of hay) and we went back to camp got there jusioah evrything towards fixing winter
guarters goes on very slow the teams not being tabiget timber up fast enough been
fine day

Thursday the 191863 — fine morning knocking about the camp, wagkon the Cook
house a little. Waiting for stuff to work with ntosf the time good many seem to be
buisy some doing one thing some another, beenrglesy

Friday Nov the 20 — plesant morning Comenced Stlickathe tent | stop in Sergt
Thompson & me were quite buisy got the Stockadegpaby noon and evrything back in
the tent by night just had timber enough to go blaoks some like rain this eavning

Saturday Nov the 211863 — rained considerable during the night, natimdoing in
camp it being to wet, some of the men were outdhazutting timber. | was out a short
time with four men cutting a road through the brustiny all the time. The paymaster
come in camp this eavning our Battalion were pafyd 8ome of the boys that had
borrowed money of me come and payed me like Geatteras is usual all feel well after
being payed

Sunday Nov the 22 — fine morning was detailed for picket duty toemale the men up at
Youngs Ford. Started with three men just afteaki@st to get there so the men can
come in in time to get there pay went along at gmgdgot to the post about noon, and



releaved the men fourteen in all, a Sergt and mae will come here this eavning fixed
things up a little, took posession of the houselpéd to build when here before Sergt
Thompson with a Corporal and six men reinforceguasat dark

Monday Nov the 28 1863 — splendid morning the Sergt and took a oldieamong the
farmers we took dinner at Mrs. Whites, Sister @f tbbel Major White, she seemed very
plesant to us, after dinner rode out to two orehwther houses bought some butter then
returned to camp, went on duty this eavning beass diay

Tuesday Nov the 241863 — rainy and disagreable sitting about intéme most of the
time had but little sleep last night some of thgdare playing cards most of the time

Wednesday Nov the #51863 — fine morning doing nothing of importancerenthan to
take care of my horse went up to Edwards Ferry bosgme little traps there put in the
rest of the day by lounging around

Thursday Nov the 26 — plesant nothing of importagoag on got a letter from C F
Morse at Boston also one from Father his portras enclosed no news

Friday Nov the 2% 1863 — plesant morning done some letter writirtgrafhich | went
out to take a little ride, brought up to a farmeuse went in set down had a chat with a
couple of Sesesh Ladys and got a fine dinner Béflafé which was near night

Saturday Nov the 281863 - fixing to go to camp to get our rationg;dtmenced raining
before | started got to Camp drew the rationsdeftan to se to puting them on a Canal
boat and bringing them up to the post got backéopicket post late in the eavning been
very wet all day

Sunday Nov the 29— windy and disagreable morning fixed up a litttent and took
dinner with Mrs Hart the place | was at day befgesterday they had two other men
visitors at the time. Had quite a plesant time andood dinner bought some butter
returned to camp in the eavning to camp

Monday Nov the 38 — verry cold last night also all day writing leemost of the day,
two men went to camp yesterday got back last rhghiight the Glorious News of Grants
putting Braggs Army to rout Capturing sixty pie@d<Canon an imense amount of small
arms and other stores, and twelve or fifteen thodigaisoners all hail to the glorious
hero. Meade is advancing on Lee the news is chpasom all quarters, it has been
tremendous cold all day

Tuesday December thé' 1863 — it was very cold last night comenced fixatgbles for
our horses all getting along well been rather cold

Wednesday December th& 2 fine morning my chum and me comenced a stableuo
horses packed rails and layed them up for staldekapt moving about a little all day
The Sergt and one man went to camp to get rati@nare to stay here the month out, he



says been plesant day

Thursday December thé?31863 — fine morning My chum (Geo Small) and meeaver
building stable got it finished, nearly, forenodteenoon | went out visiting Got a dinner
at Mrs Harts, and bought some Butter, got an itietato call again, went on duty this
eavning, last night one of the Sentinals come aoklewne up he saw a light on the other
side of the river thought it was rebs, one of trenmand me took our Carbines and went
down the toepath aways to make some discoveriesebeatything was quiet got
conformation of the news of Grants victory it wasnplete

Friday December the™1863 — beautiful morning had a good sleep lashtnigpt
withstanding | was on duty. Went up to Edwardsyerith the Sergt bought some little
things nothing of importance going on Sitting moithe time myself the boys appear to
be buisy building shelter for there horses, besukdime day

Saturday December thd' 8863 — plesant morning sitting about the campinggdome
played a few games of cards, two of the men wematap returned in the eavning no
news of importance other than our Capt has retutméide Co. a wagon crossed the Ford
from the Island, six horses, not very deep crossmg, very fine day

Sunday 8 Dec — fine morning, very cold Nothing of importangoing on No news from
the camp Sitting about the tent most of the day

Monday December the 7 — very cold last night stafte camp after | eat breakfast got
down there at ten O’Clock got two letters from Waltlone what little business | had to
do, had a talk with Capt DeMerritt, went to the @lao se about getting some hay put on
a Canal boat got some baked beans for dinner dtbaek to the post and got there just
before sundown, three of our company desertedubek they were on post at Conrods
Ferry Pendill Leach and Duvall they went over ingiiia and Stole some Silver Ware
and cloths before they left Cold all day

Tuesday the 8 Dec — very cold on duty last night, my horse stepdny toes and hurt it
very much sitting about the tent most all day wratketter to my Brother Walter very
cold this eavning

Wednesday Dec the 9 — fine morning brushed upla &nhd went up to Mrs. Harts and
took dinner Had a plesant time generaly talkinghwtie women on Political affairs,
bought some Butter, she used me very kind for &@ekyin partasin to use a Yankee
Soldier as they call us Never wants to chargeramgtfor dinner. Come back to camp
sit about most of the day No news been plesanthdaly some fresh bread come this
eavning

Thursday Dec the 10— plesant morning on duty Nothing of importancengoon
forenoon laying in the tent reading most the tite Sergt went up to Edwards Ferry
come down on the toepath with two Prisoners sugpts®e deserters. He went back to
the Ferry and come home rather tight for a comandificer, he was very talkative No



news from Camp Meades Army is on this side the Rippagain and in winter quarters
been plesant day

Friday December the - very cold and stormy this morning had a vetjelisnow The
Sergt and two men went to camp with the prisoneyshbtse got loose last night and lost
the saddle blanket after looking for a while | weptto Mrs Harts again got some Eggs
& butter and a good dinner had a social chat andmed to camp The report is going the
rounds that Moseby is opposite here in Virginia engoing to cross

Saturday December the 12 — plesant morning sitthngut most of the time went up the
Edwards Ferry for a little ride Nothing new in tha&rt Comenced raining before |

returned went to Mrs Chissels bought some Eggse quet the rest of the day. an order
come to the Sergt from the Major to have all theaiinet one Corporal & three privates to
be ready to March (Light) by six O’Clock

Sunday December the 13 — rainy and disagreabha,tbastay in charge of the post when
the rest go. Most of the picket force come dowsmfrConrods Ford to join this they
finely had orders from Hd Qts. to return. | gudssytthink it most to disagreable to start
on an expedition it has cleared of fine afternooa of the men went to camp no news

Monday Dec the 14 — rainy fixed up and went to Cahmpugh the rain. My business is
mostly to se about getting my furlough, attendedgdme other little business and run
about through the mud most of the day waited utitél mail come fro the City thinking

my furlough would come, it did, but was not Sigrisdthe General Comanding (Auger)
he wont grant any more untill them get back thatehgone proled about untill it got late,
so | thought best to stop for the night, very wimdy news of importance. Stoped with
Sergt Thompson

Tuesday Dec the ¥5- rather cold morning after Breakfast | startedkbor the Picket
Post. Stoped at Mrs Hart got a pair (she presehtd to me) socks had an invitation to
return take dinner, got back to the post abouté&ie®’Clock Nothing new all is as when
| left rather cool all day

Wednesday Dec the 16 — rather cool nothing goindhmushed up a little took some
clothes to wash, and went to Mrs Hoayts took dirve@rght some Eggs then returned,
Some of Scotts Nine Hundred officers came downQGheal from the upper post Said
there was rebs on the other side oppisete Conrog.F©ne of the men went to camp
brought out no news of importance been rather gjotwoking all day looks some like
snow

Thursday December the 17 — rainy this morning Guold disagreable layed abed rather
late, Sit about quarters most the time it beingvéd to stir about much got a Sacramento
Union, no important news, the river is still raigivery fast, it is getting very cold

Friday December the 18 — it is very Cold and tiverris raising fast, Corpl cossell &
Smith came down from Conrods Ferry we went dowimaicalfs to get dinner had a



good dinner. Muddy & disagreable all day gettiegycold ---- ------ .

Saturday December the 19 — very cold and windy Isdddhy horse went to Conrods

Ferry Smith, and me went to Poolsville | got my swea taken for a pair of Boots bought
some little things got dinner sit about the stosbiée then started back got back to camp
about sundown Come by way of Conrods Ferry, g@aoramento Unions this morning,

been very cold all day, heard the blockade wastmalsed at Edwards Ferry today. The
river is so high they could not Ferry across nove Thrral and river is near being one,
the river banks is full

Sunday December the 20 — Cold and windy all sitebgut the fire. friend Blackman
and me went up to Mrs Hayets took dinner and maite @ visit bought some Butter &
Eggs and brought back to Camp No news A team doone Camp to haul wood and
stockades Cold a Disagreable all day

Monday December the 21- Cold morning some of the boys went up to our adchp
with the team to draw down some wood etc. | boreb®aml Maddox horse and went to
Poolville bought some little nessiary articles alfout the stores, found nothing new
going on over there. Considerable trade doingethigey all seem well pleased to think
the blockade was to be raised across the Potoma&wwards Ferry, Stoped at Mrs
Chisels and got dinner, and a good one too. gck bacamp found the boys had got
along very well My horse is quite unwell the weatisemoderating, think soon will have
snow No news of importance Lieut Smith was up flcamp

Tuesday Dec the 22— rather dull Cloudy weather on duty last nightd doday doing
verry little toward Stockading the tent the tearavaed some more wood & timber, then
went back to Camp Sergt Johnson, Sml Maddox anelimnyent out to take dinner, first
went to Chisels there they were to buisy fixingfap Christmas, went to from there to
White’ they were troubled the same way. So we wsapbinted at them places, we then
come down to Metcalfs and got a dinner, then wiwteletters done some little work on
the tent, one of our men went to Camp my horseig sick think | shall lose him, we are
out of all kinds of grub looks very much like sntiws eavning

Wednesday Dec the 93- very clear and cold, had a very little snow kight the canal
froze over quite hard went to work helping to st the tent we got it all fixed in good
shape. | went up to Mrs Hayts for dinner. She ena@ stay to take supper had quite a
plesant visit and a supper, after which the ladg Wwad enough to give me some Sausage
Eggs and pudding, and got an invitation to callGimistmas, got back to camp little after
sundown, on duty tonight been cold all day no news

Thursday Dec the 241863 — fine clear morning but very cold, afteradifast (which
was very slight) | went to Camp Muddy Branch. te sabout getting Rations for
ourselves and horses evrything appears going erstaibles are built mostly and quarters
are looking neat, the Capt is having our Co. aféixed, had a talk with him about the
recomend | asked of him for a Lieutenancy | conetlidot to ask it of him. He promised
me a furlough one of the first. done what otheriess | had to do and started back to



the Picket Post --- with Fieldman. One of the memt to camp and changed off places
with him, it was very cold riding. No news of imp@ance evry one is thinking of having
a good time tomorrow. | engaged half gallon whysta the post tomorrow

Friday Dec the 281863 — very plesant morning had a good drink af Egg all around

to help a slim breakfast along. fixed up a litttank considerable hot whiskey Blackmen
of C. Co. and me went up to Mrs. Hayete’s for dmniney had been to dinner the table
was waited with a large sized turkey on it for the lady made us to glass of hot whiskey
then we sit down and eat a hearty dinner, thencuaté a visit, stoped untill near night,
before we left had an invitation to call again Aftee got back to camp | got some more
whiskey had couple of drinks all around the boysamp had turkey for dinner, they
caught one last night somewhere, so taking it etteey we had a plesant time for
Christmas it has been a splendid day

Saturday Dec the 61863 — was on guard last night up all night plesaorning,
nothing new all seems gay went up to Edwards Fertty the Sergt. Co | is stationed
there doing Provost duty, there is considerablaness doing since the blockade has
been raised bought some sugar, then come backnp, @@ent down to the Metcalf’'s and
complied with an invitation to dinner it was a gamtk too, what Co. L men were here on
picket, had orders to report at camp, bring a Calpand two men, that puts me on duty
again to night. Two of our men went to camp gatkbat dusk no news, | had a good
sleep afternoon, plesant day

Sunday Dec the 371863 — the weather is moderating fast was on dirtge two
O’Clock and had a little sprinkle of rain, but remough to amount to anything sitting
about the quarters most of the day Sergt ThompgSook and Hann of ---- Co. come up
from Camp The Sergt brought the clothing rolls ésrto ----- | went to Metcalfs and
engaged dinner for the party it is drizling and Wetnews, after dinner they started up to
Conrods Ford. My horse is very bad no signs ofgatting well | turned in early not
feeling very well

Monday Dec the 28 — rained most all night wet aisdgteable this morning After sitting
about awhile | saddled a horse and took a rideouldrs Haytes took dinner had a fine
chat While just finishing one of the men come froamp with the information of our
having to report to headquarters at Muddy Brandfent to Camp fixed up evrything to
leave and started but they all soon passed me dsomsg was very poor, one of Co C’s
men kept back with me, We called in to Mrs Hayti¢ @& much hot ---- as she calls it as
we could drink, then she put us up some Butter Egggto take with us she acted very
kind with us | then went along with my horse vergpderately getting to Camp about
nine O’Clock through the mud etc

Tuesday Dec the 29 — foggy muddy and disagreabléamp straightning things up a
little got a letter from Father and answered itngonothing of importance evrything goes
of muddy reced a Sacramento Union this eavningnpmitant news

Wednesday December the 30 — Muddy and disagreablet @amp stoped in the Sergts



tent since | come down have to do evrything by sbend of the bugle again, was
detailed with three men to guard some stores inMdwehouse at the canal Went to the
post about nine O’'Clock comenced fixing up grairs@atered around on the floor at a
great rate got things streightened up some & sdrafieéhe loose grain up in the corners,
got a place fixed to sleep tonight, comenced ragiriins eavning, no news, we get our
meals up at camp

Thursday December the 3% rainy and windy. Slushing about in the mud otydtom
four to seven A.M. The canal that were unloadingtgeday went up the Canal this
morning. Co. C has gone up to Conrods Ford to vele¢he rest of our Co. there doing
nothing of importance wet all day the Governmerdtdfoom Washington has just come
with Commissiary goods for the post We have to guartonight been hauling away
some grain from the warehouse all day

Friday January the*11864 — very cold morning the teams are hauling yatve
provisions from Camp doing nothing more than fixaipttle in the warehouse, nothing
new

Saturday January’®64 — went up to camp, got a pass to go to Poeleifter a pair of
boots find it very cold riding got to Poolville fad the Shoemaker had not made my
boots staid there but a short time. Went downherriver road stoped in at Mrs Hyatts a
short time, returned to camp about seven O’Closkviery cold all day no news of
importance

Re-typed from transcription by Larry and Keith Roge
Grammatical errors reproduced as faithfully as jbess

Epilogue

The entry dated January 2, 1864 was the last dedoby Corporal Roberts in his
1863 journal. Whether he kept a diary for lateargeremains a mystery. Although we
are generally aware of his travels for the balaot¢he war, the interesting insights
offered into a Cavalry trooper’s life by his wrija will be left to our imagination.

Charles was born in 1843 in New Brunswick, Canadlaappears that his family
eventually relocated to California, as he notes lieparents were living in the Bay Area
at the time of his enlistment in the Cal 100. idached 5'7%2” in height with dark hair
and hazel eyes and was a skilled carpenter andstenalthough his varied interests and
abilities are borne out in his journal. His frequ@otations regarding improvements
made to tents, campsites and corrals indicatenkigsirious nature. Charles appears to
have been somewhat temperate in his personalrdenaentions (as seemingly viewed
from afar) the gambling, fighting and drinking thaére common to military life. His
sense of fair play is exhibited as he grumbles aibeing deceived by a superior officer,
when duped into volunteering along with others frioisicompany to load hay bales onto
a canal boat. (See November 18). There are no leantgover the rigors of soldiering
and Charles’s sense of humor is evident as he camplae ill-tempered farmers who are



missing turkeys and chickens with the soldier’'ssla¥ poultry.

Charles appears to have held a close relationship his father who came to San
Francisco to say goodbye before his departure dgnsthip for the war. Charles notes
his enjoyment of the closing hours before his dejey leisurely strolling around town
with his father, and later that his father linger@obard the steamship until all non-
passengers were asked to go ashore. What mugatévsell have been like for a father
and his 20-year-old son?

Charles also seemed to appreciate the beautyeofatid. He mentions the snow
capped mountains around him while crossing the&idevada by stagecoach, and notes
a memorable sunrise at sea as he watched the &sping up over the world of waters in
her majesty”.

In the months following the close of this accou®orporal Roberts and thé%Mass
Cavalry saw a dramatic change in their daily regim&he spattering of carbine fire and
the cat & mouse fighting with Mosby was replacedlig crash of artillery and musketry
as the 2 Massachusetts Cavalry assumed a greater role icldking battles of the war.
Charles was promoted to the rank of Sergeant icMat864. During the regiment’s
heroic involvement at Cedar Creek, Virginia, on@er 19 he survived a wound to the
thigh and was promoted tS' Bergeant two weeks later. His service was inpéed at
this point, possibly due to complications in hisuperation, but he rejoined the Regiment
in February of 1865.

Lt. Roberts mustered out of the service at Fai@axirt House on July 20, 1865 and
returned to California. He married Catherine Dega&an Francisco on 14 July 1866,
almost a year after his discharge. He spent msir@ng years in Oakland and died in
1896, to be buried in Mountain View Cemetery.



